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OPEN CITY 



A Brief History of 
the Late, Great 
Jonathan Moore 

BY DAUDI ABE 


I first formally met Jonathan Moore (who 
passed away on March 8 at the age of 47) 
in the summer of 2014 while conducting ini- 
tial research interviews for my book Emer- 
ald Street: A History of Hip-Hop in Seattle. 
When I told him what I was doing, he im- 
mediately invited me to his Belltown gal- 
lery, where we spoke for a couple of hours, 
me recording and scribbling notes while he 
laid out his hiphop story The volume of his 
resume made a second interview necessary, 
which he was more than happy to do as soon 
as Fd finished digesting the first one. 

Here was a man who, as a student at Roo- 
sevelt High School in the mid-1980s, rented 
rooms at Seattle Center and threw “Prep” 
dances. After graduating from Morehouse 
College and forming the group Source of 
Labor in 1992, Moore remained active in 
growing the local scene on various levels. He 
began producing regular community-based 
hiphop shows and activities at Langston 
Hughes Cultural Arts Center, and in 1993, 
Source of Labor played the Crocodile Cafe 
in Belltown, bringing Seattle’s “second gen- 
eration” of hiphop downtown for the first 
time. 

Moore formed Jasiri Media Group in 1994, 
which Mickey Hess, in the book Hip Hop in 
America : A Regional Guide , describes as 
breaking away “from the vision of gangsta 
rap, which was the main focus of the rap in- 
dustry at the time,” and instead promoting 
“a positive energy and medium for educa- 
tion in the community” that brought with it 
a “more educated, meaningful form of mu- 


sical expression.” Meanwhile, with the Teen 
Dance Ordinance strangling the life out of 
all-ages events in Seattle since 1985, Moore 
produced the all-ages-friendly “Sure Shot 
Sundays” in 1999 at Sit & Spin downtown 
to provide opportunities for young people to 
see, hear, and perform local hiphop. It was 
there, in 2000, that a young teenager named 
Ben “Macklemore” Haggerty made his live 
stage debut as a member of the group El- 
evated Elements. 

When Seattle mayor Paul Schell publicly 
blamed hiphop for a 2000 shooting outside a 
Pioneer Square nightclub, Moore organized 
a peaceful rally at Westlake Park in response. 
He teamed with Vitamin D to grow the local 
“Big Tunes” producer/beat competition into 
a traveling national event broadcast on BET. 
At a time when local hiphop radio was sorely 
lacking, he began cohosting Sunday Night 
Sound Session with DJ Hyphen on KUBE in 
2005. Even today, Moore has indirectly left 
an imprint. A lunch with Sub Pop executive 
vice president Megan Jasper led to Shabazz 
Palaces signing with the label in 2010, which 
eventually also led to the signing of up-and- 
coming local MC Porter Ray and the release 
of his highly anticipated debut album, Wa- 
tercolor. 

Although I shared the initial rough draft 
of the Emerald Street manuscript with Jon- 
athan, the fact that he did not get to see it 
published adds to my sadness. His timing 
and body of work put him among the most 
significant cultural figures in local music 
history. ■ 


A Complex Nap in Salt Water 

BY RICH SMITH 


I am writing to you from a state of 
superchillness. 

When I stepped into the sensory depri- 
vation chamber at LifeFloat in South Lake 
Union, I did not expect to emerge feeling 
"superchill. " Confronting total blackness 
for 60 minutes horrified me; I didn't want 
to have to work through whatever psy- 
chological shit this mental colonic might 
snake out. 

And then there was what Charles Mud- 
ede, the Stranger's 
resident philosopher 
and film critic, told 
me: "The point of 
sensory deprivation 
is to come as close 
as possible to death. 

People will tell you it's 
about returning to the 
womb, but it's about 
the coffin. It's about 
death." 

Superchill, indeed! 

In the waiting room, I found a small 
pile of books and a selection of teas 
beside a water cooler. The books included 
Programming and Metaprogramming in 
the Human Biocomputer and Zen Therapy, 
which might give you a sense of the as- 
sumed clientele (Amazon is next door). 

After a few minutes, brand ambas- 
sador James Kilgallon, who seemed very 
relaxed, greeted me. Though he was 
shy to make medical claims beyond the 
benefits of lower cortisol levels — he did 
mention that some cancer patients say 
it reduces pain and stress, and that one 
Amazon employee floats to treat her 
recently acquired insomnia. 

Some sensory deprivation places use 
claustrophobic-looking pods or tanks, 
and some use "float cabins," which look 
a walk-in refrigerator filled with ankle- 
deep water. LifeFloat offers a private, tiled 
room with your own sink, toilet, shower, 
and towel. The only other one like it in 
the world, Kilgallon told me, is in Oregon. 


Serene bluish-purple light bathed the 
room and made for an excellent sexting 
backdrop. I stepped naked into the float 
tank, which looked like a big hot tub in 
a spa. I have trouble floating in lakes or 
oceans, but the 1,500 pounds of Epsom 
salts sufficiently buoyed me. 

Once the lights and Gregorian chant- 
ing cut out (I could pick my mood music 
from a list of spa tunes), I noted a lot 
of mental activity up front. The room 

expanded to the size of 
the universe. My inter- 
nal gyroscope knocked 
a little off kilter, but af- 
ter a few moments this 
feeling subsided, as did 
a few brief auditory 
hallucinations. Midway 
through, a thin layer of 
salt crusted across my 
belly, and I took some 
pleasure in expanding 
and contracting my 
belly so a new crust would form. At times 
I was so still that it felt as if I were lying 
on solid ground. 

That sensation was the closest I got to 
the grave. The occasional slosh of water, 
the lub-dub of my heart beating in my 
brain, and my little billows of breath 
all reaffirmed my aliveness. But really, I 
was lying on an expensive waterbed (the 
cost is $89 for a single session) taking a 
complex nap. 

Before I could register anything like 
boredom, the soothing sounds of a pan 
flute played in some distant corner of my 
mind, the blue lights kicked back on, and 
my session was over. I had the feeling of 
not knowing if I'd slept. I felt stiff and 
had an intense urge to stretch and crack 
all of my bones. I yearned to slip through 
a crack in the earth and land in my bed. 
But, alas, I had to walk up Denny to Capi- 
tol Hill. I took to the hill, content to rest 
when the orange hand of the crossing 
lights told me to rest. ■ 



MIKE FORCE 



To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an e-mail to 
ianonymous@thestranger.com. Please remember to change the names of the innocent and guilty. 



TECH-XISM 

At mid-career. I'm doing my best to find 
employment after being fired due to com- 
plaining about sexism. The tech scene needs 
better leadership and less assholes 
(who are usually the ones wearing 
the "no assholes" T-shirts). It's 
not just the men but the women, 
too. At a well-known software 
company, I had 
another 
woman 
stick her 
finger 

in my face and say, after I 
complained about bullying: "I 
know girls like you. I worked 
with a black girl like you at a 
major internet service provider. 

And since we couldn't fire her. 


we just eliminated her position." I've had 
managers sexually proposition me with no 
safe place for me to go. I've been thrown 
out, humiliated, and degraded — 
all because I wanted to be an 
engineer. Seattle is hands-down 
the most sexist place I've ever 
lived. But I refuse to let them 
win. I am just as much a part 
of Seattle as they are. 
They do not get to 
assign my value. They 
do not get to assign 
my purpose. They are 
generic. I will prove 
this to them. 

— Anonymous 
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Family-friendly event! 

Free IVF cycles or a $5,000 grant for fertility treatment 
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race. Form a team of supporters to gain an advantage in the selection. Patient registrants will 
receive a complimentary copy of Fertility Walk. 
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NEWS 



DAVE REICHERT Really worried about facing his constituents in public. 


Fact Check: Congressman Dave 
Reichert’s Misleading Statements About 
the Threats Posed by His Constituents 

BY HEIDI GROOVER 


I n a Facebook Live interview last month, 
Washington congressman Dave Reichert 
defended his decision not to host a large 
public town hall meeting for his constituents. 
Not only are town hall meetings not produc- 
tive, he argued, but they could endanger his 
staff — a staff that has already faced threats, 
Reichert said. 

Reichert painted a picture of the staff 
in his district office in Issaquah being 


There’s just one 
problem with the idea 
that threats against 
Reichert’s staff are on 
the rise: It’s not true. 


bombarded with threats and angry phone 
calls. And while he acknowledged that angry 
town halls were commonplace during the Tea 
Party’s rise, he said, “There is a definite in- 
crease in intensity, and I am very sensitive 
to that.” 

“We’ve had experiences already where 
people have shoved their way into our of- 
fice, pushed our staff up against the wall,” 
Reichert said later. “We’ve had to call the ► 


REICHERT 

watch \ yj L/ 

By Rich Smith 

We made a list of every time Congressman 
Dave Reichert took a party-line vote that 
hurt his constituents or introduced needless 
legislation or did anything at all. 

• On March 9, Congressman Reichert voted 
for the GOP plan to repeal and replace the 
Affordable Care Act. Recently, he voted for 
the SCRUB Act, which creates a regula- 
tory committee to identify and eliminate 
regulations that don't directly increase the 
GDP. The committee's goals align with White 
House chief strategist Stephen Bannon's plan 
to "deconstruct the administrative state," 
but the irony of commissioning a regulatory 
agency to cut back on regulations is lost on 
no one, especially not taxpayers who are be- 
ing charged $30 million for the favor. 

• Reichert twice voted against forcing 
President Donald Trump to show Congress 
his tax returns (once in committee and 
once in a roll-call vote), which could illumi- 
nate conflicts of interest and business ties 
with Russia. 

• Reichert was the only Washington Re- 
publican who voted to gut the Office of 
Congressional Ethics. 

• In 2014, he proposed a bill that would 
ban welfare recipients from using benefits 
to buy weed, despite the fact that such 
purchases were already illegal. 

• In 2010, he voted to maintain the "don't 
ask, don't tell" policy on military service 
by gays, bisexuals, and lesbians. That same 
year, Reichert suffered significant brain 
trauma when a tree branch fell on his 
head. The resulting hand-sized blood clot 
that formed in his brain went untreated 
for two months. 

• In their 2006 endorsement, the Seattle 
Times editorial board applauded Reichert 
for his "conscience-driven independent 
streak," but that same year, during a 
speech before the Mainstream Republicans 
of Washington, Reichert expressed his 
readiness to vote along party lines, saying: 
"When the leadership comes to me and 
says, 'Dave, we need you to take a vote 
over here because we want to protect you 
and keep this majority,' I... Ido it." 

• Though he has voted for some land 
conservation efforts, Reichert describes his 
pro-environment votes as "chess pieces, strat- 
egies" to hold his seat in a swing district. ■ 
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◄ police. We’ve had people arrested. We’ve 
had people placed into a mental institution. I 
don’t want to do that.” 

Reichert didn’t specify anything more 
about the incident or incidents behind 
his claim, nor did he say exactly where or 
when the pushing and police calling may 
have occurred. But, taken together with 
his argument against hosting town hall 
meetings, Reichert’s statements implied 
that his office is facing newly intense 
threats under the left’s backlash against 
Trump. 

There’s just one problem with the idea 
that threats against Reichert’s office are on 
the rise: It’s not true. 

Records from the Issaquah Police De- 
partment show that while Reichert’s main 
district office has had a few public-safety is- 
sues over the past three years, it has never 
faced widespread threats of violence from 
constituents who are angry about Reichert’s 
political positions. And, as of the date of 
that Facebook Live interview, the office 
had reported zero trouble to police since 
January 20, when Trump took office and the 
resistance to Trump’s brand of Republican 
politics exploded. 

Before we get started, a note: We’ve re- 
peatedly asked Reichert’s office to specify 
exactly what incidents he was referring to 
in the Facebook Live 
interview. We’ve re- 
ceived no response, 
but we’ll update this 
story if we do. Along 
with his Issaquah 
office, Reichert has 
a satellite office 
in Wenatchee. We 
asked the Wenatchee 
Police Department 
for any records as- 
sociated with calls 
to service at that of- 
fice since it opened 
in 2013. They turned 
up one 2015 case, in 
which a man called 
Reichert’s office angry about receiving 
too many mailings and said he “was think- 
ing about killing a Republican and he 
only knew Congressman Reichert and [a 
staffer in Reichert’s office].” The man was 
later charged with felony harassment, but 
the case was dismissed. Wenatchee had 
no reports associated with Reichert’s of- 
fice between Trump’s inauguration and 
Reichert’s Facebook Live interview. 

Now, about those records from Issaquah. 
A public disclosure officer for the city’s police 
department pulled all the records she could 
find associated with incidents at Reichert’s 
office. She turned up a handful of incidents 
going back to 2014, including: 

• Several threatening phone calls, includ- 
ing one on June 16, 2014, in which a man who 
was angry about court issues, medication, 
and the fact that Reichert did not have voice 
mail threatened to shoot an intern’s “fucking 
head off.” 

• An incident on May 27, 2015, in which an 
erratic man showed up at the office looking 
for help getting Social Security and Veterans 
Affairs money. (Staff “don’t feel threatened” 
by him, the police report reads, but called 
because he made “vague threats to do some- 
thing he didn’t want to do.”) 

• One report about a man wearing a dark 
hoodie and sunglasses whom the congress- 
man had “a run in with” at a soccer game 
over the weekend. A man matching the de- 
scription from that incident showed up at the 
office on February 9, 2015, so police set up 
extra patrols of the office. The police report 
offers no details about whether the man came 
inside the office. 


• Two reports in May 2016 about one sus- 
picious vehicle outside the office. 

• Two vague reports from December 2016 
about people near the office who were no lon- 
ger there when police arrived. 

• Several reports in January and Febru- 
ary 2017 about protests outside Reichert’s 
office, including questions from a citizen 
about how to set up a protest and a complaint 
about where vehicles were parked during the 
protest. 

There are also several reports involving 
someone Reichert may have been referring 
to. Over four reports ranging from 2014 to 
2016, staff in Reichert’s office describe to 
police a 60-year-old former volunteer who 
worked on Reichert’s 2004 and 2012 cam- 
paigns, and who in 2014 showed up at the 
office and called repeatedly. The woman 
claimed she and Reichert were friends, 
complained that Reichert was corrupt, men- 
tioned work visas for foreign nationals, and 
claimed her husband would soon be presi- 
dent. In February 2014, after a staffer told 
police the woman had “been disruptive while 
on the above referenced property” and that 
“she bangs on the doors of neighboring 
businesses,” police served her with a three- 
year trespass order. (That expired late last 
month.) The woman was later institution- 
alized, according to 
police reports. 

The woman called 
Reichert’s office sev- 
eral times over the 
three-year period, 
but there is little 
indication she was 
physically threat- 
ening. When police 
served her with the 
trespass order, they 
reported that she 
told them her fam- 
ily owned many 
firearms, which were 
kept in three safes 
in her home, but 
that she “preferred judo and karate as a 
weapon.” 

“She was cooperative and verbally ex- 
pressed her love for us,” the police statement 
reads. 

In another report about an angry voice 
mail the woman left at Reichert’s office, the 
officer writes, “No direct threat of personal 
harm or property damage was made.” 

Threats against members of Congress 
are not unusual. In early 2010, when Presi- 
dent Barack Obama signed the Affordable 
Care Act, threats against members tripled. 
Washington senator Patty Murray was 
among those who received death threats 
that year. During last year’s Democratic 
presidential primary, a man threatened 
to cut out then-congressman Jim McDer- 
mott’s tongue over McDermott’s support of 
Hillary Clinton. 

Still, Reichert’s statements appear to be 
misleading. According to the records we’ve 
seen, his office has not had multiple people 
arrested or “placed into a mental institu- 
tion.” The police reports from Issaquah 
do not include an incident during which 
anyone “shoved their way into our office, 
pushed our staff up against the wall.” And, 
contrary to Reichert’s implication that 
holding a town hall is risky because his of- 
fice is under siege from angry constituents, 
the threatening encounters don’t appear to 
have much to do with his politics. They also 
don’t appear to have increased since the 
protest movement against President Don- 
ald Trump began. ■ 
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NEWS SHORTS 


BY STRANGER STAFF 

WHAT THE REPUBLICAN PLAN TO REPEAL 
OBAMACARE MEANS FOR WASHINGTON 
STATE Despite repeated Republican promises 
that people won't lose coverage under 
their plan to repeal and replace the Afford- 
able Care Act, the Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) dropped a report on March 
13 estimating that under the Republicans' 
new health-care plan, 24 million Americans 
will lose insurance by 2026. (When asked 
on CNBC in January about whether the 
administration wanted to make sure no one 
lost coverage. Trump 
adviser Kellyanne 
Conway said, "That is 
correct. We don't want 
anyone who currently 
has insurance to not 
have insurance." Last 
month, Washington 
congressman Dave 
Reichert, a Republican 
who represents the 
state's 8th District, 
said "no one will 
lose coverage" under a GOP replacement 
of Obamacare. (The Trump administration 
is now disputing the CBO report.) Here in 
Washington State, Governor Jay Inslee has 
asked the state Health Care Authority and 
other agencies to analyze exactly what the 
plan will mean for people in this state. We're 
still waiting on those numbers, but the 
governor and other Democrats are warning 
of significant losses in coverage. Inslee says 
that, unless Olympia fills the funding gap, 
as many as 600,000 Washingtonians could 
lose Medicaid coverage under the GOP plan, 
which will slash federal funding to states for 
Medicaid. Earlier this month, Washington 
State insurance commissioner Mike Kreidler 
said in a statement that the Republican plan 
"is almost certain to increase the rate of 
uninsured in Washington and throughout 
the nation," leaving people facing "life-and- 
death choices because of the inequities that 
make up the Republican proposal." After 
the CBO numbers were released, Kreidler 
told KING 5 that the estimates of how many 
people will lose coverage are "much more 
severe right now than we'd been anticipat- 
ing." He added, "I'd have to say, looking at 
the 14 million people losing health insurance 
nationally next year — that is a shocking num- 
ber." HEIDI GROOVER 

WASHINGTON ATTORNEY GENERAL 
FILES ADDITIONAL COMPLAINT AGAINST 
TRUMP President Donald Trump's second 
travel ban removed explicit mention of 


religion, but Washington State attorney gen- 
eral Bob Ferguson (see page 16 for more on 
the dreamy legal eagle) still says that Trump's 
ban discriminates against Muslims. "This is ef- 
fectively a Muslim ban," Ferguson said of the 
second travel ban at a press conference on 
March 9, just three days after Trump signed 
the new executive order. "The fact that it's 
a smaller group of individuals that have 
been harmed doesn't change the analysis 
on whether we can bring this action." Back 
on January 30, Ferguson became the first 
state attorney gen- 
eral to file a complaint 
against the Trump 
administration over its 
original executive order 
banning citizens of 
seven Muslim-majority 
countries — and Syrian 
refugees — from enter- 
ing the United States. 
Ferguson's lawsuit, 
which included a mo- 
tion for a temporary 
restraining order against the travel ban, suc- 
cessfully blocked the rollout of Trump's ban 
nationwide. But now that Trump has issued 
a new and revised travel ban, Ferguson's of- 
fice has filed an amended complaint against 
the new travel ban, too. The new com- 
plaint — which has been joined by California, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, and 
Oregon — argues that the new executive or- 
der "will cause severe and immediate harms" 
to the states' colleges, universities, hospitals, 
and businesses by keeping out students and 
workers they need; that it will prevent US 
residents from seeing their families; that it 
will cause the states to lose tax revenue; and 
that it will undermine the states' nondis- 
crimination policies and attempts to uphold 
the separation between church and state. 
Ferguson asked federal district judge James 
Robart for an emergency hearing to affirm 
that the temporary restraining order — the 
one that blocked the first ban — now applies 
to the second ban, too. But Robart denied an 
early hearing on March 14. The next hearing 
has not yet been set. SYDNEY BROWNSTONE 

SEATTLE IS GETTING SUED BY JUST 
ABOUT EVERYONE Two of Seattle's unprec- 
edented laws — one to protect tenants and 
another to benefit drivers for apps like Uber 
and Lyft — are facing new court challenges. A 
handful of local landlords is suing the city in 
King County Superior Court over its so-called 
"first in time" law, which requires landlords 
to rent to the first qualified applicant rather 


than allowing them to pick from prospec- 
tive tenants. The law is meant to prevent 
bias (conscious or unconscious) that may 
lead landlords to prefer certain tenants over 
others. In their complaint, the landlords 
seek a permanent halt to the law, arguing it 
infringes on their "constitutionally protected 
right to choose whom they will house and 
work with in these often lengthy and inter- 
personal landlord-tenant relationships." The 
Bellevue-based, libertarian-leaning Pacific 
Legal Foundation, which also successfully 
challenged the constitutionality of the city's 
composting law, is representing the land- 
lords. Two other lawsuits target the city's 
new law allowing drivers for apps like Uber 
and Lyft to unionize. For the second time, 
the US Chamber of Commerce is suing the 
city over the law, arguing it violates federal 
labor law that exempts independent contrac- 
tors from bargaining rights. (A federal judge 
threw out the USCC's first lawsuit last year 
because the law had not yet taken effect.) 
Meanwhile, about a dozen Uber and Lyft 
drivers have filed a second federal lawsuit 
against the law, arguing that it violates 
federal labor law and drivers' First Amend- 
ment rights by "stripping them of their 
right to speak and contract with" rideshare 
companies. The Freedom Foundation and 
the anti-union National Right to Work Legal 
Defense Foundation are representing the 
drivers. HEIDI GROOVER 

FIRST HILL STREETCAR: NO FIRM PLANS 
TO RETURN TO SERVICE The Seattle Depart 
ment of Transportation (SDOT) temporarily 
shut down service for the First Hill Streetcar 
on March 1 after one of its cars lost power 
and rolled backward for about three blocks. 
The streetcar, which cost the city about $27 
million, ended its powerless run in front of 
the Yesler Community Center. The rogue car, 
which was traveling at a brisk 20 miles per 
hour, suffered from an "electromechanical 
malfunction" that shut down the vehicle's 
power to its operational system, engaged 
the system's parking brake, and stopped the 
trolley operator from being able to control 
the vehicle, Andrew Glass Hastings, SDOT 
director of transit and mobility, told Capitol 
Hill Seattle blog. Even if SDOT provides city 
safety officials with documented proof of the 
identified problem, service won't resume un- 
til the state oversight committee is satisfied 
SDOT has "a correction" for the malfunction, 
CHS reported. In the meantime, a shuttle bus 
is available on weekdays from 5 to 9 a.m. 
and from 3 to 7 p.m. LEILANI POLK 

KIRO PROPOSES TRACKING HOMELESS 
PEOPLE In a project launched on March 8, 
local TV news station KIRO 7 purported to 
be doing a public service by inviting viewers 
to submit locations and photos of camps 


where Seattle homeless people are living. 

The idea was that by mapping the camps, the 
station and its viewers would hold the city 
"accountable" for clearing them. The City 
of Seattle already keeps data about where 
camps have been reported, but it doesn't 
publish it in map form, and advocates for 
homeless people say that's for good reason: 
People living outside are already vulnerable 
to violence. Data from the National Coalition 
for the Homeless in 2013 found that, even 
while homelessness decreased nationwide, 
homeless people faced a 23 percent increase 
in violence. After a backlash, KIRO edited its 
explanation of the map, adding a caveat that 
it was "about locating the tents and encamp- 
ments, not about individuals." Eventually the 
station removed the individual encampments 
altogether, instead mapping neighborhoods 
in which encampments were reported. HEIDI 
GROOVER 

A BIG, CONTROVERSIAL HOTEL IS HEAD- 
ED FOR CHINATOWN-INTERNATIONAL 
DISTRICT 

A 14-story SpringHill Suites Marriott hotel 
may soon replace the Yi Sport Tae Kwon 
Do studio and King's Hookah Lounge on 
Eighth Avenue South and Lane Street. Dur- 
ing a meeting on March 1 1, which included 
young Asian American activists and elderly 
neighborhood residents, organizers with the 
Chinatown-International District Coalition 
explained that two local organizations, the 
Seattle Chinatown International District 
Preservation and Development Authority and 
International Community Health Services, 
had planned to purchase the property be- 
neath those two business in order to expand 
their senior care services. However, as the 
Seattle Globalist reported, another group 
called Hotel Concepts scooped up the land 
for about $4 million, far outbidding commu- 
nity groups. This, activists argued, is part of a 
chronic problem for the community, in which 
outsiders outbid community groups for ex- 
pensive development, and existing businesses 
are left to struggle with increased rents 
and property taxes and a loss of cultural 
identity. Sue Kay, a member of the Seattle 
Raging Grannies activist group and PARISOL 
Chinese-diaspora organization, said that the 
ID neighborhood has vastly changed since 
she grew up there as a girl. She put it simply: 
"It hurts." Matt Chan, a Capitol Hill resident, 
said he attended a design review meeting 
for the hotel development earlier this year. 
Although hotel developers and architects 
were present, he said he saw few community 
activists there to confront them. During the 
meeting, Chan called for attendees to go 
to these meetings and call on city leaders 
to hear their concerns about neighborhood 
gentrification. "People here are worried 
about surviving," he said. ANA SOFIA KNAUF 
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HIGH SOCIETY 

In Which David Schmader Converses with a Person and They Are Stoned 



TIMOTHY WHITE EAGLE Performance artist and ritualist. 

Sunday Morning 
Rituals with Timothy 
White Eagle 

BY DAVID SCHMADER 


T imothy White Eagle is a perfor- 
mance artist and ritualist who’s 
been guiding Seattleites into il- 
luminating altered states for nearly three 
decades. 

As creator and impresario of Coffee Mes- 
siah, the espresso shop/performance space/ 
free-range-freak sanctuary that lit up East 
Capitol Hill for the later 
half of the 1990s, he creat- 
ed a space, as he says, “for 
people to be courageous.” 

The one-of-a-kind venue 
launched in 1995 with 
an installation of a coin- 
operated discotheque 
in hell, and peaked with 
The Cabaret of Despair , 
a recurring performance 
showcase that was the 
brainchild of Marcus Wil- 
son/Ursula Android and 
became the immediate 
precursor to his and Jackie Hell’s legend- 
ary club night, Pho Bang. 

As an artist, Timothy creates installations 
that function as ritual spaces, captured in a 
10-year collaboration with photographer Ad- 
rain Chesser (their book, The Return , came 
out in 2014) and continuing right now in his 
home studio, inside “The Red Room,” a hy- 
brid sweat lodge and kiva whose walls throb 
with red light. 

As a ritualist, Timothy’s drawn inspi- 
ration from two key sources: the queer 
paganism of Radical Faeries and his own 


Native heritage. “I grew up knowing I was 
Native but having no specific tribal iden- 
tity,” Timothy tells me as we lounge on his 
deck with a bong. (In the bowl: Middlefork, 
a strong sativa-dominant strain produced 
by Royal Tree Gardens and purchased from 
Have a Heart in Greenwood.) 

Born to a White Mountain Apache moth- 
er and adopted by a white 
working-class family in 
Elma, Washington, Timo- 
thy made it through an 
upbringing in the “benev- 
olently racist” Mormon 
Church (which cited a 
curse as the cause of Na- 
tive American skin tones 
and claimed that faith in 
the LDS Church could 
correct pigment-based 
shame). After graduat- 
ing from the University 
of Utah with a BFA in 
theater, Timothy made his way to Seattle, 
where he had his mind blown by an Ann 
Hamilton show at the Henry Art Gallery. 
He quickly got to work making installations 
of his own. 

“I’m talking more freely now,” says 
Timothy when I ask for evidence of his 
highness. “I’m new to smoking weed in the 
morning.” Did I mention that it’s 10 a.m. on 
a Sunday? We celebrate this fact by getting 
our stoned selves inside for coffee and ba- 
gels, served up in the funky dining room of 
Timothy’s Central District home/studio. “I 


Timothy creates 
installations that 
function as ritual 
spaces, captured 
in a 10-year 
collaboration with 
photographer 
Adrain Chesser. 
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love beat-up modern furniture,” Timothy 
says of the decor. “It’s meant to be futuris- 
tic and flawless, but it’s best when it’s worn 
and ripped.” 

Placed at various points around the 
room — on the corner table, on various 
shelves, on a high corner molding — are 
glass milk bottles filled with what looks like 
orangey-red dirt or ash. “It’s protection 
paint, used in indigenous ceremonies,” Tim- 
othy tells me, explaining that it comes from 
a mountain outside of Arco, Idaho, which is 
so rich with this clay-paint that the scam- 
pering of animals pulls it out of the ground 
to make the hillside look like it’s bleeding. 
Half the jars in the room, he tells me, are 
gifts from friends who visited “that moun- 
tain with the clay Timothy likes.” 

Eventually I steer the conversation to 
weed. Asked to name his worst weed experi- 
ence, Timothy tells the story of a nightmare 
overdose on hemp oil, involving two hours 
of paralysis, one bout of public projectile 
vomiting, and the unforgettable sight of a 
dog eating the aforementioned vomit off the 
street. 

Pressed for his best high experience, 
Timothy opens up to discuss what Pve been 
wanting to hear him talk about since I met 
him: his participation in A 24-Decade Histo- 
ry of Popular Music , Taylor Mac’s “Radical 



Faerie realness ritual” that won the 2017 
Edward M. Kennedy Prize for Drama In- 
spired by American History. 

Timothy’s Taylor Mac experience doesn’t 
involve actual cannabis-induced highness, but 
he describes the feelings he experienced dur- 
ing the 24-hour marathon performance of the 
show last fall in NYC as a life-altering high. 

Having befriended Taylor Mac through 
e-mail exchanges, Timothy came to serve 
as an indigenous adviser on A 24-Decade 
History and soon found himself in the cast/ 
production team. Under the title of “Dandy 
Minion,” Timothy served as an intermedi- 
ary between the artist and the stage, both 
on tour and at the 24-hour NYC marathon, 
where, as the hours stacked up, a ravish- 
ingly intoxicating exhaustion took over. 

“In the show, the 1970s are represented 
with bathhouses and back rooms, while 
[Taylor Mac] sings David Bowie’s ‘Heroes,’” 
Timothy says. “I was one of the miming sex 
silhouettes, naked, with 700 people scream- 
ing for my bare ass. I experienced the full 
breadth of the sexual beast, and it was the 
greatest high of my life.” ■ 


See the art of Timothy White Eagle 
at whiteeagle.me, and if you feel like 
getting high and talking, 
e-mail schmader@thestranger.com. 
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and although he didn’t know it, his phone 
was blowing up with messages about the 
ban, about a press conference with Governor 
Jay Inslee, about what to do next. Ferguson, 
an unflappable character who appears to 
have maintained the same boyish haircut 
since the 1980s, touched down at Sea-Tac 
just in time. His first major decision: skip 
the press conference. Instead, he checked 
in with his solicitor general, Noah Purcell, 
went home to say hi to his wife and kids, 
and then got to work on the first and only 
lawsuit that would end up blocking the 
rollout of Trump’s ban nationwide. 

In two days and nights, subsisting on 
meals cobbled together from the vending 
machine, the team at Ferguson’s office 
worked up a case that normally would 
have taken weeks to write. In February, 
they won in federal court, halting the 
ban and becoming the first state attor- 
ney general’s office to successfully take 
on the new president. This month, Fer- 
guson and his team are asking a federal 
judge to block Trump’s new ban, too. 

The lawsuit against the Trump ad- 
ministration turned Ferguson into an 
overnight national sensation. He ap- 
peared on Anderson Cooper 360 and 
The Rachel Maddow Show. He did an 
interview with the German magazine 
Stern, the New York Times included 
him in a story called “How Attorneys Gen- 
eral Became Democrats’ Bulwark Against 
Trump,” and, in light of his lawsuit, the Wash- 
ington Post dubbed Washington State the 
“epicenter of resistance to Trump’s agenda.” 
Seattle residents have since held spontaneous 
thank-you-card-making parties for the attor- 
ney general’s office. 

But Ferguson’s ability to take on Trump 
wasn’t an overnight fluke. It’s the result of 
decades of nurturing a competitive streak, a 
deliberate focus on civil rights, and the kind 
of confidence that comes from rarely losing, 
whether in chess (he was an internationally 
rated chess master by age 19), in elections 
(with the exception of a race for high-school 
student-body president, he’s never lost one, 
having won a total of three elections to the 
King County Council and two terms as attor- 
ney general), or in court (as Trump has just 
learned). 

On a recent rainy Tuesday in Ferguson’s 
downtown Seattle office, he gestures for us 
to sit down at a table piled with legal briefs 
and an empty yogurt container and then 
leans his wiry frame back into a chair. Imme- 
diately it’s clear the man thinks three steps 
ahead. His hands grip and ungrip 
the armrests as he 
speaks, issuing com- 
plete rapid-fire answers 
to questions about his 
early life and career. He 
may feign a bashful aw 
shucks quality, as if he’s 
stumbled into his notori- 
ety, but Bob Ferguson isn’t 
here to fuck around. Every 
move in Ferguson’s political 
career has strategically pro- 
pelled him toward taking on 
bigger and more formidable 
opponents. 

“A lot of people say, ‘Well, 

Bob, it must have been a really 
hard decision, right?”’ Fergu- 
son says of suing Trump. 

“It wasn’t.” 


Long before Robert Watson Ferguson 
became the first attorney general to take 
on Trump, he was Bobby Ferguson, the 
fluffy haired 19-year-old chess champ from 
Queen Anne. He traveled as far as Berlin to 


Ferguson says. “In some ways it was 
a harder decision than to sue Donald 
Trump.” But eventually he decided to 
get an education at UW and in the poli- 
tics of the university campus Ferguson 
ended up finding a pleasure similar to 
the one he derived from chess. He had 
joined the “gentleman’s frat” on cam- 
pus, Chi Psi, as well as the Associated 
Students of the University of Washing- 
ton (ASUW) board of directors. Then, in 
his junior year, Ferguson ran for ASUW 
president, pitting himself against two 
leftist candidates. While Ferguson’s com- 
petitors ran on anti-apartheid boycotts 
and a proposed tuition freeze, Ferguson 
was promising to focus on tangible, popu- 
lar goals: “curbing the minority attrition 
rate,” “improving academic advising,” and 
bringing Robin Williams and the Kinks 
to campus. The Daily, the UW student 
newspaper, endorsed one of Ferguson’s 
opponents — a point that Ferguson still 
mentions sometimes, says Sally Clark, a 
former Seattle City Council member and 
Daily writer. “This really stuck with Bob,” 
Clark remembers. When Ferguson won, the 
newspaper displayed a photo of his victory: 
a triumphant Ferguson in a bow tie and kha- 
kis carried on the shoulders of fist-pumping 
frat boys. 


for age.” 

Some of that, she thinks, contribut- 
ed to her younger brother’s competitiveness. 
Most of the Ferguson kids learned chess, but 
Bob became obsessed with it, studying chess 
books for hours. By the time Bob was 12, he 
started riding his bike from Queen Anne to 
the University District to hang out in the back 
of the Last Exit on Brooklyn, a smoke-filled 
coffee shop and chess hangout populated by 
poets, college kids, and stoners. Toward the 
end of high school, Bob started playing hooky 
from school to play chess there. 

Hanging around with college students and 
adult chess masters allowed teenage Bob 
Ferguson to soak up some political philoso- 
phy. Mostly, though, the chess elders looked 
after him. Ferguson had become addicted to 
the sport of it, but also to the game’s beauty: 
each match a work of art painted by pure 
strategy. 

The chess habit continued through high 
school. When Bob’s senior-year crush 
wanted to ask him to prom and 
he wasn’t at school, a friend 
ft found him by pay phone at the 
ft Last Exit. 

■ It took some convincing to 

■ send teenage Bob Ferguson to 
® college. He had taken a year 

off after high school to play 

i chess abroad, but his father 
didn’t approve of chess as 
a career choice without a 
college education. The late 
Murray Ferguson, who 
regularly hosted politi- 
l cal events for Republican 
I candidates in his home 
ft while the children were 
ft young, had studied Eng- 
■ lish at the University of 
” Washington. He asked 
Ann to help enroll 
Bob at the UW and eventually the 
younger Ferguson did sign up — for one class. 
Russian studies. By that point, Ferguson had 
already been reading a Russian chess publi- 
cation for years. “It was the best class I’ve 
ever taken,” Ferguson remembers, “because 
[the professor] let me write all my papers 
about Russian chess masters.” 

At the end of that year, Ferguson had to 
make the decision to stick with chess or en- 
roll full-time. “It was a really hard decision,” 


compete, a passion that nearly prevented him 
from going to college. 

Ferguson, the descendant of German im- 
migrants, was born the sixth of seven children 
to Betty Ferguson and her husband, Murray. 
Betty, a descendant of the Hausmanns who 
opened an Everett meat market at the turn 
of the 20th century, was a teacher, and Mur- 
ray worked as a facilities manager at Boeing. 
By the time Bob came along, the Fergusons 
had already given birth to five boys. Ann Fer- 
guson, the only Ferguson sister, remembers 
being so disappointed upon learning Bob 
wasn’t a girl that she cried. 

According to Ann, 62, now a curator at 
Seattle Public Library, the Ferguson kids led 
a relatively hands-off childhood and lived by 
the ethos that no whining was allowed. An oft- 
told family tale: When one Ferguson broke his 
leg or kneecap (no one can remember which) 
playing baseball with his siblings, the rest 
insisted that he continue playing — otherwise 
the teams would be uneven. He waited until 


the game was over to go to the hospital. 
Ann also says that Bob learned at a young 
age how to beat older kids at their own game. 
Ping-pong was big in the family, and “Bob’s 
head was barely above the table” when he 
started playing with his older brothers, Ann 
remembers. “He got very good and could com- 
pete,” Ann says. “He didn’t get any concessions 


It seems like Bob Ferguson’s nascent polit- 
ical identity evolved more after college, when 
he spent a year with the Jesuit volunteer 
corps. For a time, Ferguson even considered 
becoming a Jesuit priest. “I think sometimes 
folks mistake Bob’s competitive streak for 
political ambitiousness,” Ann Ferguson says. 
“I think what’s motivating him is a sense of 
justice.” 

That sense of justice, the Fergusons say, 


“'J&oh is sta\tin$ to 
yet&ufuitatwiito 
someone who is not 
oshunkin# violet. 
Jfc’sQoin&tobe 
bold.” 


His first race was in 2003, when he took 
on King County Council member Cynthia 
Sullivan, a fellow Democrat and a 20-year 
incumbent. 

“There’s no question people thought he 
was crazy, but he felt a conviction about it,” 
says Clark, who worked briefly for Ferguson. 
“He felt like it was the right time to stir up the 
status quo. He took a lot of flak from people 
who said, ‘That’s not what you do inside the 
party.’” 

By Election Day, Sullivan had ► 


came from their parents. Bob Ferguson cites 
an example: When his father found out that 
his own UW fraternity didn’t accept Jewish 
members, he protested by writing a letter to 
the fraternity president and quit. Ferguson 
also cites his uncle, a Jesuit priest who spent a 
lot of time with the Ferguson siblings as they 
grew up, as a major influence. 

Still, it’s hard to determine exactly where 
in all that Ferguson became serious about 
his political ambitions. “I was student body 
president of my grade school, for god sakes,” 
he says. “I was class president of my high 
school.” That he would someday hold political 
office now seems inevitable. 
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◄ out-fundraised Ferguson by $56,000, but 
nobody talks about the money in that race. 
Everyone talks about the doorbelling. At the 
start of the campaign, Ferguson shunned 
advice to spend money hiring a political con- 
sultant and pledged to knock on the door of 
every primary voter in the district, which 
covered Northeast Seattle, including the 
University District, Wedgwood, and North- 
gate. He did it, hitting around 22,000 doors. 
The race was surprising in more ways than 
one. For a Democrat, Ferguson’s platform 
was conservative: On the trail, he was criti- 
cal of Sound Transit, which had recently gone 
over budget by $1 billion, and supported a 
Tim Eyman-backed proposal to reduce the 
King County Council from 13 members to 9. 
Some angry Democrats even accused him of 
being a Republican, but Ferguson neverthe- 
less won an unlikely victory, beating Sullivan 
by 488 votes. 

Two years later, he had to take on anoth- 
er incumbent Democrat — this time a King 
County Council 
colleague, Carolyn 
Edmonds. Vot- 
ers had approved 
the plan to reduce 
the size of the 
council in 2004, 
and all the seats 
were up for grabs 
in 2005, meaning 
some members 
had to run against 
each other. Again, 

Ferguson was out- 
fundraised leading 
up to the election 
and focused on 
doorbelling — and 
again he won. 

“He’s just so tenacious,” says John Wyble, 
who ran Edmonds’s campaign. “I heard 
stories about Bob that he went to doors so 
many times that kids would be like, ‘Hey it’s 
that guy Bob again.’ That’s some amazing 
politicking.” 

As a council member, Ferguson staked 
out a standard lefty position on social issues 
but showed a conservative streak on some 
fiscal issues. Along with Council Member Ju- 
lia Patterson, he sponsored a bill to increase 
oversight of the sheriff’s department. As the 
county warehoused people with mental ill- 
nesses in the jail but failed to quickly provide 
them treatment, Ferguson called it a “moral 
wrong” and supported a successful new sales 
tax for mental-health services. He also got 
into a public tiff with then-county executive 
Ron Sims about whether the county should 
buy new or used furniture. “I want more than 
a wink and a nod that we’re going to examine 
the used-furniture market,” Ferguson said 
at the time, proposing the county buy used 
furniture. He won that fight and the county 
saved $1.6 million. 

Seven years after his election to the coun- 
cil, in 2012, Ferguson again ran against a 
county council colleague, Reagan Dunn, this 
time for Washington State attorney general. 
Ferguson promised to crack down on envi- 
ronmental crimes, criticized Dunn for not 
being transparent enough, and touted his 
experience in management and civil law as 
a contrast to Dunn’s experience as a federal 
prosecutor. Both candidates opposed canna- 
bis legalization but promised to defend it if 
it passed. 

As the election approached, an attack ad 
funded by the Karl Rove-founded Republi- 
can State Leadership Committee mined an 
old case from Ferguson’s past, in which he’d 
helped a convicted murderer on death row 
get a lawyer. The ad painted Ferguson as soft 
on crime and particularly supportive of cop 
killers, “the most heinous, vile type of crimi- 
nal there is.” As Election Day approached, 


the race tightened. The ad ran for several 
weeks, and Ferguson’s team scrambled to re- 
but it with their own public-safety ad, theirs 
featuring the president of Washington State 
Patrol Troopers Association, who supported 
Ferguson. Ferguson won the attorney gen- 
eral seat with 53 percent of the vote. 

Last year, facing only an unknown liber- 
tarian challenger and running on his office’s 
civil rights, consumer protection, and cam- 
paign finance work, Ferguson won reelection 
with 67 percent of the vote. 



Ferguson attributes some of his political 
success to the same qualities that made him 
good at chess. 

“Look, I’m not the smartest lawyer in the 
state of Washington,” Ferguson told a gath- 
ering of New York University law school 
students in 2014. “I’m not the best politician 
in the state of Washington. I’m not the best 
legal writer in the 
state of Washington. 
But I think if you 
ask me why I ended 
up being attorney 
general, I think it’s 
because of, frankly, 
sheer tenacity and 
perseverance.” 

As attorney 
general, Ferguson 
hasn’t shied away 
from high-profile 
cases. He’s known 
to say repeatedly, 
in the office and in 
press conferences, 
that he’s focused 
on holding power- 
ful people accountable when they don’t play 
by the rules. In another nationally watched 
and recently decided case, Ferguson brought 
a lawsuit against the owner of Arlene’s Flow- 
ers, who refused service to a gay couple. He 
has sued Monsanto and brought a successful 
civil case against Matt Hickey, the former tech 
journalist who allegedly scammed women into 
sleeping with him under the false pretense of 
a porn audition. In late February, he pledged 
to stand up to the Trump administration’s 
promises to crack down on states that have 
legalized recreational cannabis. And just this 
month, he joined 17 other states and Wash- 
ington, DC, in support of a case to allow trans 
students to use the restroom that matches 
their gender identity. (The US Supreme Court 
recently declined to hear this case.) 

The nature of the attorney general’s 
office, though, is that it doesn’t always con- 
form to Ferguson’s idealism. At its best, 
the office pursues cases like Arlene’s Flow- 
ers or Washington v. Trump , but the office 
also functions as the state’s lawyers. That 
means Ferguson’s office represents the state 
when prisoners on death row appeal their 
cases (Ferguson himself is openly opposed 
to the death penalty) and defended the state 
against a lawsuit brought by victims of the 
Oso landslide. In that case, a judge fined the 
state after it came to light that an employee 
in the attorney general’s office knew expert 
witnesses in the case were deleting e-mails 
that should have been saved. Today, the of- 
fice is in the process of defending the state 
Department of Corrections in a case alleging 
the department is failing to provide prisoners 
adequate health-care access. 

If Ferguson is bothered by some of the 
less-than-crusading work his office does 
while defending the state, he doesn’t show it. 
He knows his job is to provide the state good 
representation, and that’s not always pretty. 
“It is what it is,” Ferguson says flatly. “That’s 
important work. We need to do it. That’s our 
obligation to the people.” ► 
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But in the dawn of the Trump era, it ap- 
pears that Bob Ferguson’s obligations shifted 
overnight. In addition to being the state’s top 
lawyer, Ferguson has now also taken up the 
mantle of protecting “the people” from the 
extremist, right-wing federal policy emanat- 
ing from DC. In some ways, Ferguson was no 
more prepared for that reality than the rest 
of us. 

One of the attorney general’s 9-year-old 
twins, Katie, kept — and still does keep — 
a photo of Hillary Clinton on her bedside 
table. For months before the election, Fergu- 
son posted regular updates on his Facebook 
page showing his kids with Clinton campaign 
buttons; Katie even got the chance to meet 
Clinton. What was it like, we ask him, to 
watch Katie on election night as Clinton lost? 
It’s perhaps the one question Ferguson didn’t 
anticipate. His expression turns deadly seri- 
ous. He stumbles. 

“I don’t even know if I can talk about it, 
honestly,” he says. “I mean, really. Sorry. 
Yeah. Yeah. It was hard.” 

For once, it seems like the attorney gener- 
al is at a loss for words. He never anticipated 
Trump would win, and he blames himself for 
not preparing his daughter for that same pos- 
sibility. “I just didn’t...” He pauses. “It didn’t 
cross my mind, right?” 



Lucky for Washington State, much of the 
machinery for the attorney general’s case 
against the president of the United States 
had been set up before Trump signed his 
travel ban. 

It started with the creation of the Attorney 
General’s Wing Luke Civil Rights Unit. One 
of Bob Ferguson’s first ambitions as attorney 
general was to hire a dedicated team to cover 
state antidiscrimination statutes. “Nobody 
was doing affirmative work on those statutes, 
and that struck [Ferguson] as not something 
to be proud of,” Colleen Melody, Ferguson’s 
first hire as head of the unit, said. 

Ferguson quickly staffed the office with 
longtime civil-rights lawyers. One of them, 
Marsha Chien, had misgivings about giving 
up her nonprofit job to come work for state 
government, but eventually embraced Fer- 
guson’s approach to the job. “I think that it’s 
really helpful to have Bob in leadership of the 
AG’s office, because he doesn’t strike me as 
what I would consider a typical politician,” 
Chien said. “He views things as I would view 
them, like ‘That makes no sense, why are we 
doing that?’ regardless of how much institu- 
tional buy-in or things are protecting that.” 

Under Ferguson, the fledgling civil-rights 
unit started flexing its muscles by bringing 


cases against employers accused of sexual 
harassment, a used-car dealership that alleg- 
edly misled and defrauded Spanish speakers, 
and landlords who’ve refused to rent to people 
with criminal records (a refusal the attorney 
general’s office argues amounts to discrimina- 
tion against black renters). 

During the week leading up to Trump’s 
travel ban, the team discussed what it might 
look like. Still, they were shocked to discover 
new details they hadn’t anticipated. On Janu- 
ary 27, Chien had gone skiing with her in-laws 
when news of the executive order broke. She 
had seen a leaked draft of the order on Thurs- 
day, but when she got cell service, she was 
appalled to learn that the final version also 
excluded green-card holders. “It caused me a 
lot of internal pain,” she said. “It echoed to 
the time when we had the Chinese Exclusion 
Act.” Chien immediately e-mailed Melody, 
and her husband drove her back to her office 
to pick up her computer. 

In retrospect, Chien said, Ferguson’s 
convictions on the death penalty made her 
feel empowered to take action on President 
Trump’s travel ban. “Feeling strongly in your 
convictions is very helpful in a position like 
this, like the position we were in on January 
27,” she said. 

At the office, Melody had started to put to- 
gether a team to address the president’s new 
order, including Chien and Patricio Marquez, 
another assistant attorney general. Fergu- 
son talked over the legal arguments with 
Noah Purcell, the solicitor general, and asked 
him what he thought about their chances 
of success. “We walked through a lot of the 
strategy,” Ferguson said. “And at that point, 
the conversation pretty quickly went to ‘Let’s 
just file it, time is of the essence, people are 
getting turned away at airports. Every hour 
matters.’” By Sunday morning, less than 48 


hours after the ban was issued, all were in 
the office by 6 a.m., ready to work. Ferguson 
skipped church, Purcell brought pastries, and 
the team began delegating tasks to create a 
challenge to the executive order. 

Over the next week, the team — which ex- 
panded to include two more lawyers — worked 
nights to do research for their first hearing 
in a federal judge’s downtown Seattle court- 
room. If colleagues didn’t bring the team 
home-cooked meals as a sign of solidarity, 
they lived off those vending-machines meals. 
To make matters worse, Seattle was three 
hours behind East Coast time. The lawyers 
often went to bed wondering what Donald 
Trump might accomplish by executive order 
before they woke up. 

Then the day of the federal hearing ar- 
rived. On the afternoon of February 3, just 
four days after the team filed the complaint, 
so many people showed up to hear oral ar- 
guments that the federal courthouse had to 
open up two overflow rooms so observers 
could watch the proceedings via TV screens. 
After Judge James Robart grilled Purcell 
and government attorney Michelle Ben- 
nett for nearly an hour, the judge issued his 
decision from the bench. As he opened the 
oral ruling with a preamble about the role 
of the judiciary in checking executive power, 
Chien — who was sitting in the courtroom 
next to her colleague, Marquez — hung on his 
every word. 

“When he brought out his decision and 
said something about the limited role of the 
judiciary, I think my heart just sank for a 
good five seconds,” Chien said. But then 
Robart sided with Ferguson, issuing a tem- 
porary restraining order on the executive 
order nationwide. As a result of the work of 
Ferguson and his team, Trump’s travel ban 
had been halted. “It restored my faith in the 


founding fathers of this country who had this 
checks-and-balances system,” Chien said. “I 
think that moment was really big for every- 
one in the courtroom.” For the first time in 
a week, the team got a good night of sleep. 
Amid all the pain and protest and uncertainty 
about the direction of the country, the nerds 
working at the Washington State Attorney 
General’s Office had changed the course of 
history 

In early March, Ferguson and his office 
won another victory and a new spot in the 
news cycle. The Trump administration re- 
leased a new, narrower travel ban. It dropped 
its appeal of Ferguson’s case and agreed to 
pay the state’s court costs. The president, 
Ferguson declared, had “capitulated.” Then 
on March 9, Ferguson announced his office 
wasn’t done fighting Trump. He plans to 
press on in federal court, arguing that the 
injunction Washington State already won to 
stop Trump’s first travel ban should apply to 
Trump’s new travel ban, too. 

Still, Melody worries about how much 
Ferguson’s office will ultimately be able to 
accomplish under Trump. “I’m worried about 
the limits of our legal tools to solve some of 
the community concerns, to pacify some of 
the panic that’s happening in living rooms 
across the country,” she said, “because people 
don’t know what’s next.” 



Ferguson knows we’re going to ask this 
question during our interview, and we know 
he’s not going to answer: Are you running for 
governor in 2020 ? 

The heightened publicity around the cases 
Ferguson has brought as attorney general — 
Washington v. Trump the biggest among 
them — has everyone speculating about Fer- 
guson’s political ambitions. More than at any 
other point in his career, he now has a crisp 
narrative about his progressive cred. The po- 
litical chattering class is sure Governor Jay 
Inslee won’t want to run for a third term, and 
that leaves an opening for a rising Democrat. 
Along with Ferguson, King County executive 
Dow Constantine is commonly speculated 
about as a potential candidate. 

“Bob is starting to get a reputation as 
someone who is not a shrinking violet. He’s 
going to be bold,” says Wyble, who worked 
for Ferguson’s opponent back in 2005. “That 
reputation in a Democratic primary is going 
to be gold.” 

But Ferguson avoids the question and slips 
back into aw shucks mode. He’s not going to 
tell us his next move until he’s ready to make it. 

“If there’s an office in this state that can 
make a bigger difference right now than be- 
ing attorney general, I mean, someone let 
me know,” Ferguson says. “But I don’t think 
there is. I just don’t.” ■ 


Have von heard? 
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SIFF CINEMA UPTOWN 

MAY 12 & 13TH 

51 1 QUEEN ANNE AVE N 

★ ★ ★ 

REPEAT SCREENING OF 2016 HUMP FILMS! 

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS AT HUMPFILMFEST.COM 
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SAVAGE LOVE 

Wishful Kinking by dan savage 


I went to Dark Odyssey Winter Fire, the big 
kink hotel takeover event in Washington, DC, in 
February. There was one thing I saw there that 
is messing with my head, and I hope you can 
set me straight. There was this lovely little six- 
person orgy going on with two cute-as-could-be 
hippie girls and four older 
dudes. Then these four people 
came along. They sat and 
watched — a guy and three 
women in hijabs and dresses 
that went wrist to ankle, fully 
covered. After a while, one 
of the hippie girls turned to 
them and said, “Fd be happy 
to flog you later if you’d like.” 

The three women in hijab 
giggled. The whole scene 
was really sweet, but I just 
couldn’t get over these three 
women. I saw them walking 
around all night, taking it all in. Intellectu- 
ally, I know there is no reason to think that 
conservative Islam is incompatible with kink. 
But my cultural biases make me feel that it is. 
Or is it possible that covering is their kink? 
What would you make of that? 

Washington Kinkster Wondering 

“With all the hateful anti-Muslim rhetoric out 
there these days, it is tempting to romanticize 
Islam,” said Eiynah, a Pakistani- Canadian chil- 
dren’s book author who also hosts a podcast that 
focuses on sex, Islam, and apostasy. “The impulse 
is understandable, but Islam is another one of the 
blatantly sex-negative Abrahamic faiths.” 

The other blatantly sex-negative Abrahamic 
faiths, for those of you keeping score out there, 
are Judaism and Christianity. 

“Nothing outside of ultra-vanilla plain ol’ 
two-person hetero sex within the confines of 
marriage is permissible,” said Eiynah. So as 
much as I’d love to agree with WKW that con- 
servative Islam isn’t incompatible with kink, 
there’s every reason to say that it is. It’s even 
incompatible with a woman being slightly 
‘immodest’ in front of men. Modesty codes 
are pretty rigid in Islam, and in non-Muslim- 
majority countries, modesty garments tend to 
stick out rather than blend in. Which achieves 
the exact opposite purpose — attracting more 
attention, not less.” 

And when sex-negativity, modesty, and reli- 
gion mix it up, WKW, the part of our brain that 
grinds out kinks — precise location yet to be 
determined — kicks into high gear. That’s why 
there is Mormon-undergarment porn out there 
and nun porn and hot-priest calendars for sale 
on sidewalks just outside Vatican City. 

“Islamic modesty has become fetishized for 
some — quite literally,” said Eiynah. “There’s 
hijabi porn and hijabi Lolitas. So the people 
WKW saw could be into some form of hijab kink.” 

I’ve seen a few people dressed up as Catholic 
nuns at fetish parties, WKW, and I didn’t think, 
“Hey, what are nuns doing here?!?” I thought, 
“That person has a nun kink.” (Related point: 
The nuns you see at queer pride parades? Not 
really nuns. #TheMoreYouKnow) 

“Finally, it’s possible they could be a more 
‘open-minded’ polygynous Muslim family that 
ventured into the hotel in a moment of adven- 
turousness,” said Eiynah. “We are all human, 
after all, with urges, kinks, curiosities, and 
desires that surface, no matter what ancient 
morality code we try to follow.” 

Amen. 

Eiynah tweets @NiceMangos, her terrific 
podcast — Polite Conversations — is available 
on all the usual podcast platforms, and her chil- 
dren’s book, My Chacha Is Gay, can be ordered 
at chachaisgay.com. 

I’m a 30-year-old woman in a long-term poly- 
amorous relationship with a stellar guy. Our 
relationship began as extremely Dom/sub, with 
me being the sub. My boyfriend and I began 
super casually but quickly became serious part- 


ners. Now, six years later, I find having kinky 
sex with him challenging. We have a very deep, 
loving relationship, so my feelings get hurt 
when we engage in bondage and kink play. This 
is especially problematic because I still enjoy 
BDSM with folks I’m not dating. Basically, if 
I’m not in love with someone, 
it doesn’t hurt my feelings 
when they beat me and humil- 
iate me. My boyfriend feels 
slighted, but I just don’t know 
what to do. Every time we play 
rough — the same way we had 
played for years — my feelings 
get hurt. Any thoughts? 

She’s Hurting His Heart 

It’s not uncommon to meet 
people in BDSM spaces/ 
circles who have passionate, 
intimate, solid, and regular 
vanilla sex with their long-term partner(s) and 
intense BDSM play and/or sex with more casual 
partners. For some submissives, intimacy and 
a long-term connection can interfere with their 
ability to enter into and enjoy their roles, and 
the same is true for some Dorns. If this is just 
how you’re wired, SHHH, you may need to write 
a new erotic script for your primary relation- 
ship — or make a conscious decision to have new 
and different and satisfying sexual adventures 
with your boyfriend. 

I cannot find a woman who will accept my 
panty fetish. Please advise. 

Trembling Man Inquires 

Keep looking, TMI. There are women out there 
who think men can be sexy in panties — and 
anyone who thinks men can’t be sexy in panties 
needs to check out all the hunky panty-wearing 
models at xdress.com. 

I am a sissy husband. My problem is I am 
not attracted to women at all. I have asked 
my wife to cuckold me. My penis is less than 
two inches long, and the only way for me to 
have sex with her is by using my strap-on on 
her. When I do that, all I can think of is my 
best friend Roberto who I am very attracted 
to. I shared a queen-size bed with him for two 
years. While we lived together, I did all of the 
“women’s work.” Roberto always told me how 
small and soft and feminine my hands were. 
He drank a lot and then would pass out in our 
bed. I would put on one of my sexy pink night- 
ies and sleep next to him. Now I have a wife, 
and I am so jealous that Roberto might find a 
girlfriend. I have begged my wife to cuckold me 
with Roberto. She said, “ Roberto is a very sexy 
man, but I don’t know.” How can I tell her that 
I am totally feminine and turned off by women 
and totally turned on by men? How do I tell her 
that she is married to a sissy man lover? I want 
her to have a boyfriend. Then when she is out 
with her boyfriend, I would get dressed up like 
a sissy and be locked out of the house dressed as 
a woman and have to wait for her to let me back 
in after her boyfriend left. Please help. 

Lust In South America 

Thanks for sharing. Not sure I believe a word 
you wrote, LISA, but it was an entertaining 
read. (Okay, okay, some advice: Tell your wife 
the truth, i.e., you are not and have never been 
attracted to women, suggest redefining your 
marriage as a loving-but-companionate one, pro- 
pose cuckolding as a way for you two to maintain 
a sexual connection, albeit one mediated through 
a third party. Good luck.) ■ 


On the Lovecast, “The Epidemic of Gay Loneli- 
ness” and a takedown of Beauty and the Beast : 
savagelovecast.com. 

mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
ITMFA.org 
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A MUSLIM CHRISTIAN LOVE 
STORY H A THE OF WAR 

A Muslim warrior woman and a 
Christian soldier Fall In love, unaware 
of each othrGf 1 s faith. When they meet 
again during a nighttime tattle, they 
fail to recognize one another, with 
tragic consequences. 

Based on Tasso's epic poem set during 
the Crusades, The combot combines 
works by Monteverdi and Couperin to 
explore hew diffe ring c uLtural dde ulities 
impact the lives of two star-crossed 
lovers. Join Seattle Opera for this 
rmrnerSive theatrical experience. 
Musical Direction by Stephen Stubbs 
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A week-in-review podcast, in 
which a group of “experts” 
explain what just happened 
in Seattle news, and what it 
all means. A wide-ranging 
discussion of everything you 
need to know in order to pose 
as an informed, productive 
member of society! 

PLUS new music from local 
bands each and every week. 


SEATTLE 

ART 

MUSEUM 





CQMPLE) CHANGE 


COMMUNITIES OF 
YESTERDAY AND TOMORROW 
THU MAR 23, 7-9PM 
AT THE NORTHWEST AFRICAN 
AMERICAN MUSEUM 

Seattle commynii y members from 
a variety of disciplines tackle themes 
Inspired by the exhibition Jacob 
Lawrence The Migration Series on 
viewal the Seattle Art Museum, and 
An Elegant Utility at the Northwest 
African American Museum. 

Hear from Yirfm Seek, rapper and 
performer, Brian Carter, heritage 
lead at ^Culture, and Vivian Phillips, 
chair of Seattle Arts Commission, 
in conversation with filmmaker and 
visual artist inyc Wokoma 
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All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week 


Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
at strangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD j Stranger Things To Do 



Director’s Choice 

Through March 26 at McCaw Hall 


LINDSAY THOMAS 


PERFORMANCE 


Director’s Choice 


DON'T MISS 


| Director's Choice is Pacific 
Northwest Ballet artistic director Peter Boal's 
spring breeze of ballets, specially selected 
to show off innovative new work and 
modern-era classics that could stand another 
look. This year, the stage will blacken with 
David Dawson's sharp and agressive Empire 
Noir, then yield to the slo-mo, geomet- 
ric entanglements of William Forsythe's 


duet-heavy New Suite, and then burst into 
color with Jessica Lang's Her Door to the Sky, 
which looks like a Georgia O'Keeffe painting 
come alive. {McCaw Hall, Fri-Sat, $30-$187, 
through March 26) RICH SMITH 

We also recommend... 

26 Miles: West of Lenin, Thurs-Sat, 8 pm, 
$20, through April 8 

AM Wong: Moore Theatre, March 17-18, 7 
and 9:30 pm, $33-$53 

D.L. Hughley: Parlor Live Comedy Club, Bel- 
levue, March 16-18, 7:30 pm, March 17-18, 

10 pm, $30-$35 


Dry Powder: Seattle Repertory Theatre, Fri- 
Sun & Tues, 7:30 pm, $36, through April 1 5 

An Evening with John Cleese: Pantages 
Theater, Tacoma, Fri March 17, 7:30 and 9:30 
pm, $39-$ 1 10 

French Kiss: Can Can, Wed-Sun, $20-$125, 
through May 28 

Jessica Jobaris & General Magic: A Great 
Hunger: On the Boards, March 16-18, 8 pm. 
Sun March 19, 5 pm, $23/$25 
Kelleen Blanchard: Playwright Show- 
case: The Pocket Theater, Thurs March 16, 
7:30 pm. Sun March 19, 6 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 4 
Macbett: The Ballard Underground, 


Thurs-Mon, $18, through March 25 
Made in Seattle: KT Niehoff: 12th Avenue 
Arts, Fri-Sun, 8 pm, $20/$50, through April 1 
Moisture Festival: Various locations, March 
16-April 9, $20-$30 

A Moveable Feast: Nordo's Culinarium, 
Wed-Sun, 8 pm, $90, through April 2 
Rising Star Project: The Pajama Game: 

The 5th Avenue Theatre, Fri March 17, 8 pm, 
Sat March 18, 2 pm, $15-$25 
Sessions of She: Rendezvous, Sat March 
18, 3:30 pm, free 

SH*T GOLD: Founders Theater, Mon March 
20, 10 pm, free 

Shen Wei Dance Arts: Meany Hall, March 
16-18, 8 pm, $50-$55 

The Taming of the Shrew: Center Theater, 

Fri March 17, 7:30 pm. Sat March 18, 10:30 am 
and 7:30 pm. Sun March 19, 2 pm, $10-$20 
Tribes: ACT Theatre, Tues-Sun, $20-$40, 
through March 26 

Yankee Pickney: Theater Schmeater, Thurs- 
Sat, 8 pm, $27, through April 1 
Yoni Ki Baat: South Asian Version of the 
Vagina Monologues: Pigott Auditorium at 
Seattle University, March 17-18, 7 pm, $25 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FOOD & DRINK 


Drunk Herstory 


DON'T MISS 


The original Derek Wa- 
ters Drunk History episodes — in which drunk 
comedians' attempts to narrate important 
historical events are acted out by the likes of 
Michael Cera, Zooey Deschanel, Don Cheadle, 
and Jack Black — are undeniable comedy clas- 
sics, full of such pearls of besotted wisdom as 
"Tesla was the electric Jesus!" and "Fuckin' 
Aaron Burr's not on money. You know who 
is? Alexander Hamilton. He's on the ten." 
However, we all know that history is only half 
the story. Now we have Drunk Herstory, "a 
classy evening of beer drinking and tipsy sto- 
rytelling" at Brouwer's Cafe. The storytellers 
are, obviously, women — specifically women in 
the beer industry — and the event organizers 
promise that "this group will have you falling 
off your chair with laughter!" If that wasn't 
incentive enough, each brewery that is field- 
ing a funny lady to tell drunken stories will 
also have two or three of their beers on tap, 
and the proceeds from those beers will go to 
Planned Parenthood. I defy you to come up 
with a more perfect Women's History Month 
event. (Brouwer's Cafe, Wed March 15, 6-9 
pm) TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE 


We also recommend... 

Chocolate for Choice: Fisher Pavilion at Se- 
attle Center, Wed March 15, 6-8 pm, $50-$ 100 
Dine Around Seattle: Various locations, 
Sun-Thurs, $18-$44, through March 23 
Guest Chef Night: Jim Drohman: Fare- 
Start, Thurs March 16, 5:30-8 pm, $29.95 
Opus Co. Pop Up: Trove, Mon March 20, 
6:30-8 pm, $50 

St. Paddy's Feast with Flying Bike Coop- 
erative Brewery: The Pantry, March 16-18, 

7 pm, $100 

Continued ► 
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We teach guitar, 
bass, piano, voice, 
rock band classes, 
and^teK (duh!) 




We’ve 
Moved! 




Lake City: 12729 Lake City Way NE - 206.364.8815 
Georgetown: 1010 S. Bailey - 206.763.9700 
SeattleDrumSchool.com 
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THINGS TO DO ARM CULTURE 

St. Patrick's Day with Seattle Chef Joe: 

Pike Place Market Atrium Kitchen, Fri March 
17,6 pm, $65 

Studio Supper: Donna Moodie of Mar- 
jorie: On the Boards, Thurs March 16, 6 pm, 
$25-$100 

Work Release 8: The Carlile Room, Wed 
March 15, 7 pm, $75 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


READINGS & TALKS 


Gramma Book 
Launch Reading 
Bouncehouse 
Dance Party 


DON'T MISS 


| Impressive local poetry 
press Gramma (I'm biased, since I'm one 
of its editors) is officially launching its first 
two books into orbit. Ugly Time by Sarah 
Galvin and Community Garden for Lonely 
Girls by Christine Shan Shan Hou are hot 
off the press and ready to be disseminated 
widely (and wildly). At Canvas (the old 
Western Bridge space), join the Gramma 
crowd for an evening of poetry, art, food, 
drink, live music, and a major dance party 
soundtracked by DJs Grody Cody and Angel 
Baby of Shannon and the Clams. Books 
will be available to purchase, and readings 
by Stranger books editor Rich Smith, Anasta- 
cia-Renee Tolbert, Donald Dunbar, Christine 
Shan Shan Hou, and Sarah Galvin begin at 8 
p.m., with a live set by neo-pop-punk lovers 
Boyfriends to follow. I'll be in attendance 
as well, if you'd like to ask me about my 
conflicts of interest. (Canvas Event Space, Fri 
March 17, 7 pm-2 am, free) KIM SELLING 


We also recommend... 

An Evening of Speculation: The Pocket 
Theater, March 17-18, 8:30 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 4 
Ariel Levy with Claire Dederer: Elliott Bay 
Book Company, Sun March 19, 6 pm, free 
Camille Paglia: Central Library, Mon March 
20, 7 pm, free 

David Williams: Seattle Walks: University 
Book Store, Wed March 15, 7 pm, free 
Friends of The Seattle Public Library's 
Huge Book Sale: Seattle Center Exhibi- 
tion Hall, Fri March 17, 6:30-9:30 pm, $20, 
Sat March 18, 9 am-5 pm. Sun March 19, 

1 1 am-4 pm, free 

A Historical Perspective of Homeless- 
ness in Seattle: MOHAI Cafe, Wed March 
15, 6:30-7:30 pm, free 
Howard French: Everything Under the 
Heavens: Folio: The Seattle Athenaeum, 
Tues March 21, 7 pm, $15 
Italian Poetry Through Tarot: Open 
Books, Sun March 19, 12-6 pm, free-$50 
Jonathan Rosenblum and Steve Early: 
Labor Movements That Work: Town Hall, 
Tues March 21, 7:30 pm, $5 
Kay Redfield Jamison Discusses Robert 
Lowell: Central Library, Wed March 15, 

7 pm, free 

Margin Shift Presents: Leonard Schwartz, 
d wolach, Katelyn Peters, Kat Seidemann, 
Molly Tenenbaum: Common AREA Mainte- 
nance, Thurs March 16, 6:30-9:30 pm 
Matt Ruff and Nisi Shawl: Elliott Bay 
Book Company, Tues March 21, 7 pm, free 
National Geographic Live: Beauty and 
the Bizarre: Benaroya Hall, Sun March 19, 2 
pm, March 20-21, 7:30 pm, $26-$46 
Seattle StorySLAM: Making Peace: St. 
Mark's, Fri March 17, 8 pm, $10 
Serial: Sarah Koenig & Julie Snyder: 
Paramount Theatre, Sat March 18, 8 pm. 


$25-$96 

Suja Thomas: The Missing American 
Jury: Town Hall, Mon March 20, 7:30 pm, $5 
Word Works: Mary Gaitskill: Washington 
Hall, Thurs March 16, 7 pm, $12 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


ART 


Chris Maynard: 
Featherfolio 


DON'T MISS 


Chris Maynard has been 
dubbed "Olympia's feather artist" — almost 
implying that every town has one, when in 
fact, the intricate lattice-like patterns that he 
hand-cuts into each feather are one-of-a-kind. 
Every year, when birds shed their feathers, 
he collects and delicately carves the feathers 
using a scalpel, mounting them in shadow- 
boxes to create pieces where the beauty of 
artistic form meets the function of nature. 
Maynard has been working with feathers 
since he was 1 2 — and while it's true he does 
only one thing, he does it well. Featherfolio at 
the Bainbridge Museum of Art will be his first 
solo art museum show, which will include 
framed work as well as site-specific installa- 
tions. (Bainbridge Island Museum of Art, free, 
through June 4) AMBER CORTES 


We also recommend... 


Asia Talks: Mohsin Hamid: Pigott Build- 
ing, Sat March 18, 2-3 pm, free 
Derelict, you're not coming back, I 
mean that in the nicest way: Vignettes, 
Mon March 20, 7-10 pm, free 
Herzog Reading Night: SOIL, Mon March 
20, 6-8 pm, free 

A River of Ink Runs Through It: The 
Giant Pen in Context: Lecture with Jim 
Woodring: Frye Art Museum, Thurs March 
16, 7 pm, free 


African Renaissances: Seattle Art Mu- 
seum, Wed-Sun, $25, through July 16 
Chuck Close Photographs: Henry Art 
Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, through April 2 
Divine Ammunition: The Sculpture of 
Al Farrow: Bellevue Arts Museum, Wed- 
Sun, $12, through May 7 
Everything has been material for 
scissors to shape: Wing Luke Museum, 
Tues-Sun, $14.95, through April 16 
Inye Wokoma: An Elegant Utility: 
Northwest African American Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $7, through May 28 
Jacob Lawrence: The Migration Series: 
Seattle Art Museum, Wed-Sun, $25, through 
April 23 

Jennifer West: Film Is Dead...: Seattle 
Art Museum, Wed-Sun, $25, through May 7 
Jim Woodring: The Pig Went Down to 
the Harbor at Sunrise and Wept: Frye Art 
Museum, Tues-Sun, free, through April 16 
MOTHA and Chris E. Vargas present: 
Transhirstory in 99 Objects: Henry Art 
Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, through June 4 
Seeing Nature: Landscape Masterworks 
from the Paul G. Allen Family Collec- 
tion: Seattle Art Museum, Wed-Sun, $25, 
through May 23 

Swedish Crime Scenes: Nordic Heritage 
Museum, Tues-Sun, $8, through April 2 


GALLERIES 

Aftermash: Local Artists on African 
American Experience: Shoreline City Hall, 

Continued ► 
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BLACK VIOLIN 

APRIL 5 / THE MOOSE THEATRE 
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SPRING 2017 

On stands now, 

complete with in-depth 
features, artist profiles 
and comprehensive arts 
calendars covering the 
entire Spring Arts and 
Performance season! 

Look for it at museums, 
galleries and bookstores 
around the Sound, including: 


Seattle Art Museum • Frye Art Museum • Henry Art Gallery 
Wing Luke Museum • Seattle Public Library • Elliott Bay Book Company 
Fantagraphics Books • Pratt Fine Arts Center • Columbia City Gallery 
Mercer Island Library • Tacoma Art Museum • The Museum of Glass 


SEATTLE ART & PERFORMANCE, EVERYWHERE ART IS HAPPENING. 



THANK YOU FOR THE MUSIC! 



FAREWELL TOUR 


ON SALE NOW 


MARCH 28 ' APRIL 2 
THE PARAMOUNT theatre 
800*745-3000 
STG Presenters 


mmipnw.lSt *oEtt* 



Hlffi BROAD WAY ■ •- - 
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THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE 

Mon-Fri, free, through April 21 

Akio Takamori: Apology/Remorse: James 
Harris Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, through April 1 
Art of Resistance Part 2: Migration Now!: 
Retail Therapy, Tues-Sat, free, through April 1 
Carolyn Gracz: Land Marks: Shift, Fri-Sat, 
free, through April 1 

A Closer Look: Pivot Art + Culture, Tues- 
Sun, $5, through March 26 

Dan Attoe: New Drawings: Greg Kucera 
Gallery, Tues-Sat, free, through April 1 
Dave Nelson: PATHS: Bridge Produc- 
tions, Thurs-Sat, free, through April 1 
Derek Erdman and Brandon Vosika: No, 
You Catch Us Outside How About That: 
Vermillion, Tues-Sun, free, through April 8 
The Design of Dissent: Civilization, Mon- 
Sat, free, through April 6 
Efrain Almeida: Trance: James Harris Gal- 
lery, Wed-Sat, free, through April 1 
Future Isms: Glassbox Gallery, Wed-Sat, 
free, through April 1 5 
John Grade: North: Davidson Galleries, 
Tues-Sat, free, through March 25 
Josh Faught: Sanctuary: St. Mark's Cathe- 
dral, free, through July 31, 2018 
Marita Dingus: The Gathering: Traver 
Gallery, Tues-Sat, free, through April 2 
Michael Kenna and Mark Thompson: 

G. Gibson Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, through 
April 22 

Northwest Nature: SAM Gallery, Wed- 
Sun, free, through March 15 
Other Russias: Victoria Lomasko's 
Graphic Journalism: Fantagraphics Book- 
store and Gallery, daily, free, through April 5 
Robert Pruitt: Planetary Survey: Pro- 
graphica, Tues-Sat, free, through April 29 
Susan Skilling: Paintings: Greg Kucera 
Gallery, Tues-Sat, free, through April 1 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


QUEER 


Triple Threat with 
Kimball Allen 


DON'T MISS 


| Kimball Allen's Triple 
Threat is what would happen if an entire 
late-night variety show barged into your 
apartment, shoved you into a chair, and 
bombarded you with entertainment for 
an hour and a half. Your intrepid host can 
always be relied on to assemble a perfect 
parade of talent, and this time you can 
look forward to seeing comedian Elicia 
Sanchez, vocal comedy from Captain 
Smartypants (ensemble of Seattle Men's 
Chorus), and alternative soul musician 
Whitney Monge. Triple Threat has recently 
adopted more of an activist streak than 
it's had in past outings: Proceeds from the 
performance will benefit Planned Parent- 
hood, and attending it will benefit your 


soul. (Triple Door, Wed March 15, 7:30 pm, 
$20) MATT BAUME 

We also recommend... 

Dina Martina: Fine Avec Me: Re-bar, Fri-Sat, 
8 pm, Sun, 2 pm, $22, through April 8, 21 + 
How I Learned to Be a Particular Kind 
of Lady: Gay City, Thurs-Sun, 7 pm, $15- 
$20, through March 26 
Lunatico Ball 2017: Photon Factory, Sat 
March 18, 10 pm-5 am, $15/$35, 18+ 
Mimosas Cabaret: Unicorn, Sat-Sun, 1 pm, 
$25, through May 28, 21 + 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FILM 


Beau Travail 


DON'T MISS 


Beauty is a dangerous thing. 
Not because, as we are often told, it is 
superficial or deceptive or skin-deep — nor for 
any of the other tepid half-truths we admire 
because they flatter our own awareness of 
how far from beautiful most of us are. It's 
dangerous because it is so easy to surren- 
der to, because devotion to beauty can so 
easily become an obsession. Which is to say, 
beauty is harmful not in itself but for what 
it spawns in others. French director Claire 
Denis understands this fact. And her greatest 
examination of beauty is Beau Travail, which 
she made in 1999. It is also, of course, her 
most beautiful film. (Northwest Film Forum, 
March 21-22, 7:30 pm, $12) BRUCE REID 


We also recommend... 

Before I Fall: Pacific Place 

Get Out: Various locations 

Fences: Varsity Theatre 

Hidden Figures: Sundance Cinemas 

I Am Not Your Negro: Various locations 

Kedi: SIFF Cinema Uptown & Guild 45 th 

Kong: Skull Island: Various locations 

La La Land: Various locations 

Lion: Various locations 

Logan: Various locations 

Manchester by the Sea: Sundance Cinemas 

Moonlight: Sundance Cinemas 

Mr. Gaga: Northwest Film Forum, March 

15-23, 8 pm, $12 

Personal Shopper: SIFF Cinema Uptown, 
opens Fri March 17 

A Tale of Two Cities: Portland & Seattle: 
Grand Illusion, Tues March 21, 7 pm 
Toni Erdmann: Varsity Theatre 
Uncertain: Northwest Film Forum, March 
17-19, $12 

A United Kingdom: Guild 45th 
Viva Italia! Italian Film from Neoreal- 
ism to Fellini: Night of the Shooting 

Stars: Seattle Art Museum, Thurs March 16, 
7:30 pm, $8 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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Noteworthy Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com ^f^SEAshows 



JEFF FORNEY 


WEDNESDAY 3/15 


Delvon Lamarr Organ Trio, D’Vonne 
Lewis’ Limited Edition, the Highsteppers 

(Chop Suey) Delvon Lamarr Organ Trio: 
Definitely old-school Hammond B-3 funk! Redis- 
cover the world through the surprisingly varied 
palette offered by the grand machine itself, 
complete with its gently psychedelic rotating 
Leslie speakers. D'Vonne Lewis' Limited Edition: 
A bit more restrained but just as tasty — here's 
hoping he brings vibes player Jacques Willis, a 
welcome touch on a fascinating instrument not 
heard as often in Seattle jazz as it should be. 

The Highsteppers: Soul, women out front, men 
in back, lead guitarist Jane Mabry-Smith, and, 
they proudly advertise, no samples, no backing 
tracks, and no electronic drums. I personally 
have nothing against any of these things, but 
this is them, they're entitled, and I will person- 
ally testify to all-encompassing sonic phatness. 
ANDREW HAMLIN 


THURSDAY 3/16 


Big Business, Helms Alee 

(Crocodile, all ages) Despite the richness 
implied by their name, Big Business's original 
MO involved a certain kind of musical auster- 
ity. Sure, bassist Jared Warren and drummer 
Coady Willis generated an enormous sound 
with their wall of pawn-shop amps and ballistic 
drum beats, but this was still just a duo using 


limited means to craft their bottom-heavy 
sludge rock. However, subsequent albums 
found the Biz expanding to a trio, incorporat- 
ing guitar, and gravitating toward a broader 
palette of frequencies and timbres. You gotta 
grow and diversify, after all. Nevertheless, it 
was exciting to hear Big Business return to their 
stripped-down assault on last year's Command 
Your Weather. Regardless of this economical 
approach, you can expect the band to be oper- 
ating firmly in the red tonight. BRIAN COOK 

Jane Monheit 

(Jazz Alley, all ages, March 16-19) The 
conspicuous charm of Jane Monheit's new 
tribute to Ella Fitzgerald is that is does not 
sound conspicuously like Ella Fitzgerald. That's 
conspicuously charming. You'll find plenty of 
other stuff to love. I'm sure. Willie Nelson earns 
praise for sounding like he's singing in his car. 
Jane Monheit sounds like she took the persona 
of an opera diva (not a diva diva) and assumed 
the diva's point of view, toned it down just a 
few notches, singing in, let's say, her bathroom, 
alone, just her and the sink and the shower and 
the toilet and maybe some ikebana. Private joy. 
Private sadness. But a diva, being a diva (even 
a diva diva), can't help projecting. Can't help 
putting it over. ANDREW HAMLIN 

Kangding Ray, IVVY, Collin Strange, 
Lust Strength DJs 

(Kremwerk) If you like your techno dark and 


pitiless, yet swathed in meticulous, brainiac 
textures, Berlin-based producer Kangding Ray 
(aka David Letellier) will hit your sweet spot. 

It's no surprise he's recorded for Raster-Noton 
and Stroboscopic Artefacts, two of the planet's 
greatest sources of rigorous, hypnotic techno. 
He's on tour supporting his new LP, Hyper 
Opal Mantis, which finds Kangding Ray still 
punishing the club with intense, uneasy techno 
missives that shoot adrenaline to all the right 
places. Former NYC/current Renton resident 
Collin Strange — who records for the prestigious 
L.I.E.S. label — specializes in acidic, ballistic tech- 
no that should be enlisted by the US military. 
Reminds me of that brutal strain of Swedish 
techno that flourished in the late 1990s/early 
'00s. What it lacks in subtlety, it makes up for in 
sheer relentless power. DAVE SEGAL 


FRIDAY 3/17 


Fucked Up, Chastity 

(Barboza) The day I bought Hidden World, 
Fucked Up's critically acclaimed 2006 album, I 
showed up to my college radio station eager to 
play the new release by the Toronto hardcore 
band. "You can't play that on-air," a fellow DJ 
yelled. "We'll get sued out our ass!" Of course 
I played it, just under the disguise of the FCC 
friendly name F'ed Up. The record was too 
good not to. Hidden World was the band's first 
step toward experimenting in the shoegaze 
and post-hardcore realm. You too will be able 


to relive your first moments with the album, as 
this West Coast tour is the official 10th anniver- 
sary of Hidden World. KEVIN DIERS 

Adrian Belew Power Trio, Saul Zonana 

(Triple Door, early show all ages) Adrian Belew 
is an exceptional axman, although he's prob- 
ably more renowned for his vast work as a 
sideman than his solo catalog. However, the 
latter is just as worthy of your attention, but 
not as commanding of mainstream respect 
as his recordings with (among many others) 
Frank Zappa, David Bowie, Talking Heads (he 
played on the phenomenal Remain in Light), 
and, most notably. King Crimson. Robert Fripp 
welcomed him into that band's cool prog-rock 
embrace beginning with 1 981 's Discipline, and 
Belew continued to play a major role in King 
Crimson on eight more albums up to 2003, 
all the while releasing solo material. While 
Belew sings and plays many instruments, it's as 
a guitarist where he shines, making superior 
use of a whammy bar and effects pedals, jug- 
gling shreds with subtler fretwork, pushing 
boundaries and remaining relevant because he 
embraces new techniques. His power trio con- 
sists of commanding siblings Julie Slick (bass) 
and Eric Slick (drums), who've been with him 
since they were fresh out of music school. And, 
man, do these three ever know how to slay a 
stage. LEILANI POLK 

Continued ► 
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TIGS TO DO MUSIC 


Research: Loefah, Canaan, DJ Elevate, 
Succubass 

(Timbre Room) While dubstep's artistic 
peak arguably happened 10 years ago, 
Loefah — aka Peter Livingston — experienced 
something of a second wind in his career, 
as his label Swamp 81 became one of the 
leading lights of the post-dubstep milieu 
starting in 2009, releasing classics like 
Addison Groove's "Footcrab" and Pinch's 
"Croydon House." Considered as one of the 
true progenitors of dubstep, Loefah became 
a scene leader alongside Digital Mystikz Coki 
and Mala, with the three organizing the 
massively influential and popular DMZ par- 
ties. Those, alongside FWD», became the 
two events where many of today's popular 
UK producers cut their teeth. Today, in ad- 
dition to running both the popular Swamp 
81 and 81 imprints, Loefah continue to tour 
the globe and will hit Seattle with a case full 
of both classic and unreleased dubs from 
dubstep's glory days, making this a must-see 
show for anyone who has never seen him 
spin his lost classics "Midnight" or "Woman" 
live. NICK ZURKO 

Jesca Hoop, Ritchie Young 

(Fremont Abbey, all ages) My first encounter 
with Jesca Hoop was on a little EP called 
Kismet I found in a stack of ignored CDs 
at my college radio station. It was short 
and intense, with enough winding moonlit 
passion to power a whole album (which, 
incidentally, it would do later in 2007). From 
that moment 10 years ago to last month's 
Sub Pop release of her latest. Memories Are 
Now, Hoop has toured with Shearwater and 
Andrew Bird, among many other artists, 
released double digits' worth of EPs and LPs, 
and grown in her abilities to maintain a level 


of sister-wife-survival-guide in a wading pool 
of folkloric intensities. This new album holds 
promise for continued growth in the mythic 
forest realm her music inhabits, with a sense 
of matured centering, an innate feeling that 
her work has finally found a stronghold from 
which to blossom. KIM SELLING 

Clap Your Hands Say Yeah, 

Vita and the Woolf 

(Crocodile, all ages) The 2005 self-titled 
debut from Clap Your Hands Say Yeah is still 
one of my all-time favorites a dozen years 
later, still brimming with youthful exuber- 
ance and that certain specific mid-'OOs-era 
indie-rock freshness. This is not to say the 
material that's followed isn't good, but you 
can tell with each new outing how vision- 
ary frontman/songwriter Alec Ounsworth 
is getting older and more contemplative. 
Brand-new fifth LP The Tourist is a subtle 
beast yet lovely and remarkable for it, Oun- 
sworth's vocal melodies and phrasing are the 
centerpiece, and more studied and sweet 
than the yelping quality he once favored. 
You'll probably hear a few numbers off the 
CYHSY debut, but expect this to be a Tourist- 
heavy gig. LEILANI POLK 

Red Hot Chili Peppers 

(KeyArena, all ages) So I put on The Getaway 
and... hmm... you know how you can go a 
decade or so without seeing an old friend 
(or at least an old acquaintance) and you 
run into each other and you initially don't 
recognize each other? Then you start talk- 
ing and joshing each other, but it's still that 
patina of weird? Yeah. Red Hot Chili Peppers 
were of my favorite punk-funk nonsense- 
braggadocio-spouting egalitarians, then 
wham, "Everybody Knows They're the Worst 


Band Ever" (wrong: Skrewdriver!), and so 
maybe this is post-"Knows"? And the whole 
album sounds... like the last 20 minutes of 
a warm, bright winter day where the sun is 
shooting the gap between two buildings. 
Fun! Pretty! But, soon, very soon, it will be 
very cold. Do you have somewhere to go? 
ANDREW HAMLIN 


SATURDAY 3/18 


Matt Carlson, Jeff Witscher, 

Jason E. Anderson 

(Chapel Performance Space, all ages) Thanks 
to promoter Jason E. Anderson of LIMITS, we 
have yet another stacked lineup of highbrow 
electronic abstract expressionism at Seattle's 
most acoustically lustrous venue. If you've 
been following the city's underground scene, 
you'll know that Anderson is also a creator 
of mischievous digital chaos that has roots 
in Iannis Xenakis and the 1990s-era Mego 
label's most outrageous assaults on audio de- 
corum. Jeff Witscher (aka Rene Hell) can hit 
you with unsettling. Coil-like atmospheres or 
metallic, insectoid tone dispersions, and dia- 
mond-hard pointillism. Any way you slice it, 
you'll be stunned. Matt Carlson — keyboardist 
for great jazztronic psychonauts Golden Re- 
triever — has been one of the country's most 
interesting purveyors of fun-house-mirror 
soundscapes over the last eight years. Every 
live performance is a disorienting thrill ride 
that toggles between conservatory discipline 
and insane-asylum babble. DAVE SEGAL 

Japandroids, Craig Finn & the Uptown 
Controllers 

(Neptune, all ages) Vancouver's Japandroids 
make a heaving racket for a duo. Against 
the odds, their first two albums — 2009's 


Post-Nothing and 201 2's aptly titled Cel- 
ebration Rock — made the hoary concept 
of anthemic indie rock sound as vital and 
passionate as Squirrel Bait's self-titled EP and 
Husker Du's New Day Rising. (Jeez, 1985 kind 
of ruled for this kind of rock.) Overflowing 
earnestness of this sort usually rubs me the 
wrong way, but Japandroids' non-ironic, 
abundant gusto somehow doesn't cloy, as 
it does with so much emo. Unfortunately, 
the Japandroids magic has dissipated on 
the new Near to the Wild Heart of Life. The 
energy is tempered and the melodies buffed 
to a sheen, making this album sound like a 
Cheap Trick/Def Leppard sandwich with too 
much sugar poured on it. But that may just 
be what your sweetest dreams are made of. 
DAVE SEGAL 


SUNDAY 3/19 


The Coathangers, the Birth Defects, VHS 

(Chop Suey) Atlanta psycho-pop trio the 
Coathangers are three bands in one, which 
sounds like hyperbole until you dig into 
their five-album discography, including last 
year's swell Nosebleed Weekend on Seattle's 
Suicide Squeeze. On stage, the self-described 
crazy-ass ladies trade instruments and lead 
vocals, much like Beat Happening before 
them. Guitarist Julia Kugel brings salty-sweet 
riot-grrrl attitude, drummer Stephanie Luke 
brings metal power and fury, and bassist 
Meredith Franco brings no-wave-meets-new- 
wave spirit. It's as if Bikini Kill-era Kathleen 
Hanna joined forces with members of the 
Shangri-Las and Girlschool. To add to the 
party vibes, the Coathangers go by goofy 
nicknames (Crook Kid, Minnie, Rusty), sprin- 
kle their lyrics with brand names (Nestle, 
Adderall), and wear matching girl-gang 


PIGHLINj; 

Thursday, March 16 

SKATES 
Bad Saint 
Wild English 
Tiger Rider 

9PM $5- $8 

Thursday, March 23 

SHUT EM DOWN SHUFFLE - 
DEFUND THE DAPL SHOW 

8 PM $15 

Friday, March 24 

DEAD MEADOW 
Matt Hollywood 
& The Bad Feelings, 

Ancient Warlocks, Low Hums 

9PM $13- $15 

Saturday, March 25 
Mechanismus Presents 

PSYCLON NINE 
The Vile Augury, Lennon Midnight, 
Adrien H and the Wounds, 

9PM $12- $15 

Sunday, March 26 

KOVAA RASVAA 
Sciatica 

9PM $18 

Wednesday, March 29 
Mechanismus and Musicwerks presents 

KITE 

Abbey Death, 

Blakk Glass 

9PM $10- $15 

www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 21+ 
Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 


tractor 

TIMES LISTED ARE SHOW TIMES. 
DOORS OPEN 30-60 MINUTES BEFORE. 


Wed 3/15 

CASCADIAN PSYCHEDELIA 

KINGDOM OF 
THE HOLY SUN 

THE KNAST 

VERNER PANTONS 8PM $8 


Th tars 3/16 

LOCAL INDIE POP 

HONCHO PONCHO 

GENDERS, LENORE 8PNM $8 

Fri 3/18 

. PBR PRESENTS 

SHOWDOWN: 

BLOND1E VS THE CARS 

FEATURING AN 

ALL-STAR LINE UP 9PM $8/$12 
Tues 3/21 

WESTERN SWING LEGEND 

WAYNE “THE TRAIN” 
HANCOCK 

BIG SANDY 

& HIS FLYRITE BOYS 8PM $1 8/$20 

f Fri 3/17 

ST. PATTY’S DAY VII 
THE PAPERBOYS 


MODERN RELICS 
* EARLY SHOW SEATED* 
7PM & 1 0PM $20 



3/19 SAVE FERRIS, 3/20 NIKKI LANE, 
3/22 CROW & THE CANYON, 3/23 
DEAD MAN WINTER, 3/24 ANDY 
SHAUF, 3/25 BALLROOM THIEVES 


I JFOLLOW US 0|4 FB, 
TWITTER & INSTAGRAM 


5213 Ballard Ave. NW ★ 789-3599 


b www.t_ractortavern.com . 


UPi 




ADLIB 


SPACE KAMA, OLIVER HITTS, ft MORE 


SATURDAY. MARCH IS 


BUCK JOHNSON 

LARA LAV I 


MARCH g 


I SPEAKEASY JAZZ CATS I 

SIERRA ELIZABETH FERREL 


SUNDAY, MAJfiCH 26 


ANOTHER PERFECT CRIME 
CD RELEASE PARTY 


THURSDAY MARCH 30 


NO JUMPER TOUR FEAT. 
SMOKEPURPP, LIL PUMP, DJ ROJAS. 
□J CAM GIRL , DJ HOUSE PHOHE 


FRIDAY. MARCH 31 


KOBE IONZ 

| WHITNEY MDHGL ■ CAMEffON LAVI JQMi | 


IN THE BOURBON BAR 



Wed 

3/15 

9pm 

LOVING TOUCH $5 

Sat 

SNAP! 

3/18 

90’S DANCE 

9pm 

PARTY $10 

Wed 

DOUBLE MUFFIN 

3/22 

The Science 

8pm 

of Deduction 

Thu 

X0LIE M0RRA AND 

3/23 

THE STRANGE KIND 

8pm 

Tall Willie 

Fri 

3/24 

8pm 

THE SHIVAS, 

Death Valley Girls, 

Acapulco Lips, 

Head Band $12 

Sat 

JAMES CHANCE & 

3/25 

THE CONTORTIONS 

9pm 

w/ Quid Quo 


ihelofi.net 

2 (Hi- 254-2824 
429 E a sll a he Ave. East 
Ayes 21+ 
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TIGS TO DO MUSIC 



outfits (white T-shirts, black leather jackets) 
when the mood strikes. KATHY FENNESSY 

Meat Puppets, the Modern Era, StaG 

(Crocodile, all ages) Though they started as a 
hardcore band, the Meat Puppets were look- 
ing well ahead of the underground by their 
second LP. Gosh, I remember curious college 
types back in 1985 even dug their jams. It's 
remarkable over the course of Meat Puppets' 
on/off career how close they've stuck to their 
stoned, melodic, yet always sonically varied 
riff-driven rock — and occasionally country- 
rock — style. I've always viewed the Meat 
Puppets as something the Grateful Dead 
shoulda/coulda evolved into by 1983, had 
the Dead stuck to using only amphetamines, 
because like the Dead, the Meat Puppets 
could actually play their instruments and 
they REALLY liked to jam. MIKE NIPPER 

Elevator: John Chantler, Patricia Wolf, 
Blessed Blood, Raj 

(Machine House Brewery, all ages) John 
Chantler is a well-traveled musician who's 
drummed for radical, Mego-affiliated, 
electro-pop diva Tujiko Noriko, performed 
with Japanese rock mavericks Maher Shalal 
Hash Baz, and collaborated with ambi- 
ent savant/Room40 label boss Lawrence 
English, among other accomplishments. The 
Stockholm-based producer is a generator of 
acute, expansive drones that abound with 
fascinating, disjunctive activity, which fans 
of Mille Plateaux's Clicks & Cuts comps will 
appreciate. On his outstanding 2016 album 
for Room40, Which Way to Leave?, Chantler 
creates bizarrely enchanting minimal- 
ist compositions that intrigue with their 
warped, elemental tonalities and oceanic 


atmospheres. Don't miss this rare chance to 
catch Chantler live. DAVE SEGAL 


MONDAY 3/20 


Carpenter Brut, Magic Sword 

(Neumos) Inspired by the soundtracks of 
director John Carpenter, the Italian disco 
of Giorgio Moroder, and generations of 
video-game soundtracks, synthwave is a dark 
and moody style of electronica that inspires 
dance parties, but the acts playing it tend 
to sign to heavy-metal labels. If you need to 
see how well those two things mesh visually 
and stylistically, check out the "Turbo Killer" 
video by France's Carpenter Brut. Right 
about the time the hot rods crash into the 
inverted cross spaceship, I was sold. So were 
many others, it seems. Carpenter Brut were 
going to play a smaller venue, but after 
Perturbator and GoST — two other synthwave 
acts — sold out the Highline, this show was 
moved to Neumos. JOSEPH SCHAFER 


TUESDAY 3/21 


Xiu Xiu, Newaxeyes, Zen Mother, 
Taylar Elizza Beth 

(Kremwerk) This is one of the most stacked 
experimental bills Seattle has seen in a long 
time, with veteran experimental indie-clasts 
Xiu Xiu supported by a stellar array of ris- 
ing Seattle talent. Jamie Stewart founded 
Xiu Xiu in 2002, combining uncomfortably 
intimate, whispery vocals with shock-seeking 
cacophonies on mid-'OOs records like A 
Promise and Fabulous Muscles. More than 
a dozen years later, Forget takes Stewart's 
challenging avant-garde formulas and dis- 
torts them under To Be Kind producer John 
Congleton, also collaborating with Swans 


guitarist Kristof Hahn, Deerhoof drummer 
Greg Saunier, and minimalist composer Char- 
lemagne Palestine. Forget teeters between 
vulnerably hushed (but still sadistic) and 
antagonistic confrontation, but the album's 
lead single "Jenny GoGo" is a pure dark- 
pop gem, and likely Xiu Xiu's best song of 
the past few years. Because they embrace 
everything from controversial lyrical themes 
("I Luv Abortion") to ambient Twin Peaks 
soundtrack tributes, a Xiu Xiu live set is 
never predictable. BRITTNIE FULLER 

Social Distortion, Jade Jackson 

(Showbox, March 21-22) Punks and greasers. 


JAIME BUTLER 

it's time to shine up them wallet chains and 
dig out your sleeveless jean jackets, 'cause 
tonight y'all got church — Social Distortion 
are playin' LIVE! It's hard to believe the 
band — er, frontman Mike Ness and band — 
have kept on keepin' on for nearly 40 years. 
And their music, if you have somehow 
missed hearing them these last four decades, 
is mid-tempo, melodic, and catchy SoCal 
hardcore. Love 'em or hate 'em, Social D are 
a cornerstone of what became codified as 
contemporary pun crock. Opening tonight 
is Ms. Jade Jackson, who will no doubt stun 
the punters with her Mazzy Star-ish, forlorn 
singer-songwriter sounds. MIKE NIPPER 



SEA MONSTER live music 

TUESDAYS w/ JOE DORIA 

Live B3 organ jazz funk 10pm, 
opening band 8pm $5 

WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS 

Live rare soul 9:30pm $5 

AQUA SOUL THURSDAYS 

Live Soul Music 
Ladies in free 9:30pm $5 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

Live funk and soul revue w/ 

DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9pm $10 

700 FUNK SATURDAYS 

Opening band 8pm $10 

SAT & SUN BRUNCH 10AM 

LIVE JAZZ 12-2, 21+ @ 10PM ^ 

SCRATCH BAR FOOD and\\ 
HAPPY HOUR 4-6 DAILY // 

2202 N 45th St * Seattle 
206 992-1120 

seamonsterlounge.com 



WED 3/22 6PM 

CHELSEA GRIN 

ICE NINE KILLS / GIDEON / ENTERPRISE EARTH / 
FOLLOW THE LIGHTS 


THU 3/30 6PM 

DESPISED ICON / CARNIFEX 

FALLUJAH / RINGS OF SATURN / 
LORNA SHORE 


TUE 4/4 7PM 
KATATONIA 
CASPIAN /UNCURED 


WED 4/5 6:30PM 

I SEE STARS 

ECHOS / 1 AM INFAMY / BLACKSKY 


THU 4/6 6:30PM * 

THE BROWNING 

THE LAST TEN SECONDS OF LIFE / 

BLESSING A CURSE 






ANGELMAKER 

ANDRE NICKATINA 

SYKOSIS 

/ BENEATH A DYING SUN 

Y & 

T / KILLER BEE 

KING LIL G 

DAWN OF ASHES 

B00ND0X/ 

BLAZE / YA DEAD 

HOME 

DEAD 

HORSE TRAUMA 

GIRLS NIGHT OUT 



If \ Nectar Lounge 

UP & COMING 

1 1 NEGTftR 1 41 2 N 36th St 

EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM 

V M 206.632.2020 

4.5 

OG MACO 

www.nectarlounge.com 

» 

4.6 

& YOUNG GREATNESS 

DJ ABILITIES 

« 

4.7 

THE JUAN MACLEAN 

I 3.16-17 Thursday-Friday (Rock & Roll) 

4.8 

80S VS 90S 

ALO (2 NIGHTS!) 

4.9 

LIL DEBBIE 

Rabbit Wilde 

4.11 

THE DEER 

| 3.18 Saturday (Americana/Folk) 

4.13 

JENNY 8c THE MEXICATS 

St. Patty's Day Celebration 

4.14 

JAZZ IS PHISH 

ft. POLECAT 

4.15 

MINNESOTA 

The Warren G. Hardings 

4.18 

CORY HENRY 8c 

t\ 3.23 Thursday (Bluegrass) 

TROUT STEAK REVIVAL 

4.19 

THE FUNK APOSTLES 

BILAL 

Rain City Ramblers, Sourwood Stringband 

4.20 

DEAD PREZ 

1 3.24 Friday (Reggae) 

4.21 

ANTIBALAS 

SAMMY J 

4.22 

LAS CAFETERAS 

Jordan T, Analea 

4.27 

HEAD FOR THE HILLS 

1 3.25 Saturday (DJ/Dance Party) 

4.29 

HOT BUTTERED RUM 

PRINCE & MICHAEL 

5.3 

VIEUX FARKA TOURE 

EXPERIENCE 

5.5 

MOON HOOCH 

I 3.29 Wednesday (Funk/Jazz/Rock) 

5.6 

TOMORROWS BAD SEEDS 

THE WERKS 

5.10 

SCOTT PEMBERTON BAND 

Brothers Gow 

5.11 

SIMIAN MOBILE DISCO 

1 3.30 Thursday (Funk) 

5.12 

TRL TOTAL REQUEST LIVE 

DUMPSTAPHUNK 

5.13 

MARTYPARTY 

1 3.31 Friday (Mash-up/Trip Hop) 

5.18 

MELTDOWN SHOWDOWN 

BLOCKHEAD 

5.20 

MARK FARINA- 

+THE HOOD INTERNET 

Onry Ozzborn & Alison Baker 

5.25 

MUSHROOM JAZZ 
"A GALAXY FAR, FAR 

(performing cvpiid), Pressha 

1 4.1 Saturday (Dance/Live EDM) 

5.27 

AWAY...THE CONCERT" 

PIGS ON THE WING 

April Fool's Day w/ 

6.9 

POOR MAN'S WHISKEY 

MOON HOOCH 

Willdabeast, Deadly D 

6.13 

THE BLACK SEEDS 

6.14 

TARRUS RILEY 
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THE TEA 
PARTY 


APRIL 4 AittfUA 


CHRQ MIXX fiJ02 ♦ TOBTDISE 


wir* KELISiA * MAX GLAZE R 


1 ? 


BIG WILD 

wish PHANTOM E + IHF 


MMWCH It Wp* 


GREENSKY 

BLUEGRASS 

with cmt JACOi-s 


MAP^H 35 *;WPM 


REBEL 

SDULJAHZ 

wiih Ell MAC 


APRIL 1 fcflOHM 


DESIGNER 


JAHIIl 3 -fcrMPM 


A Pfill SI E.C-DPM 



wilh TKU N&E RPU Sir 


mat IfUJ AtOOtm 


THE SPECIALS 


JUNE 13 mPM 


i(rixl t burtwE-OK Mitt* P 

JURASSIC 5 


Ilf NE 31 ? WPM 


KIXPl fHg^E F'tEiINT 



JULY 15 Br-MPM 


SHOWBOX SODO 


I7W Pit IT AVIHLJL iOUTH 


kmpIa s-HoyiioG.i Mi 5-trrn 

DAN* SHAY 

31AjO«C<£]A^Pt 9-POrUDHF FI tlENI h 

JAMEY JOHNSON 

nMMAH»WE1+ltfNr»ll 

MKHH EHHPM 

MAY 9 l 7:MPM 

THURSDAY 

wfch uumiht * uauLki iMO-i r 

ill ms.? Pillim 5 

EVERCLEAR 

idffcVmNAL h*KI30k + PA51i*LL 

AltIL it um 

MAY hi trOOf-M 

KiXP 1 IKOWTGX P*«ENT 

K1M1I MfiWUK PFinwr 

■« 

THE JESUS & 
MARY rHAIN 

wilh KAUAI 


APRIL It BrOOPM. 

MAY 21 BlOOPM 


Get tickets at 

OR GALL 8 3-EJ-92 9-7649 


axs 


com* 


5 HOWBOXPRESENTS.COM 




'Electrifying 
and Stunning' 

■ERatTMTtffSir-rai 

'Fierce, Volcanic 
and Eclectic' 

-'^MRSIK 

Mesmerizing!' 

iHCWCf iiHajte* 




SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2017 

THE PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


L> Itl P« 

rea-A 


i □□□) 745-300G * SISPflCSENTS.ORG 


I'AftAMOUN 1 


MCJ 1 *: Pfiuflly Scaling and Discounrs Tar Gtqu p 1 10* call: (2(16} 3I5-&0H 
ll!<l Tickers Ava il able A! I ic kc I master, com tcvrdTwu-rw- 
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THIN T DO MUSIC 


The Best of the Rest of the Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com ^0 @SEAshows 
★ = Recommended ©= All Ages 


WED 3/15 


★ CHOP SUEY Delvon 
Lamarr Organ Trio (DL03), 
D'Vonne Lewis' Limited 
Edition, The Highsteppers, 

8 pm, $10 

CROCODILE Josh Abbott 
Band with William Clark 
Green, 8 pm, $16.50 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Open 
Mic: Guests, 9 pm, free 
© FIX COFFEEHOUSE 
Open Mic, 7 pm, free 
© THE FUNHOUSE The 
Home Team, Pinebox Drive, 
Never Let This Go, JV, 7 pm, 
$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

HIGH DIVE Bra inthaw: Wall 
of Ears, Shit Ghost, Kevin 
Blaquies, Ryan Medlin, 
Guests, 8 pm, $6/$ 1 0 
HIGHWAY 99 Big Road 
Blues, 8 pm, $7; The 
Fabulous Roof Shakers, 

8 pm, $7 

HOPVINE PUB Open Mic, 

8 pm, free 

J&M CAFE The Lonnie 
Williams Band, 8 pm, free 
KELLS Liam Gallagher 

★ MOORE THEATRE Lake 
Street Dive with Joey Dosik, 
7:30 pm, $25/$30 
NEUMOS Q Train: Let Your 
Love Shine, 9 pm, $10 
OHANA Live Island Music: 
Guests, 9:30 pm, free 
PARAGON Two Buck Chuck, 
8 pm, free 

Q NIGHTCLUB Forms: 

TM88, 9 pm-2 am, $1 1 
SEAMONSTER Unsinkable 
Heavies, 10 pm, free 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Open Mic, 8:30 pm, free 
SUBSTATION Mother 
Chorizo, Pink Octopus, 
Cavalerie, 8 pm, $8 
SUNSET TAVERN Jamie 
Aaron Aux, Moon Palace, 
Shenandoah Davis, 8 pm, 
$10 

TIMBRE ROOM Crybaby 
Studios Monthly Show, 9 
pm-midnight, free 
TRACTOR TAVERN 
Kingdom of the Holy Sun, 
The Knast, The Verner 
Pantons, 8 pm, $8 
VICTORY LOUNGE Acid 
Teeth, Mother Crone, 

Prison, 8:30 pm, $5/$8 

1 

JAZZ ALLEY Geoff Tate, 

7:30 pm, $29.50 
© THE ROYAL ROOM Piano 
Starts Here: Randy Weston 
& Abdullah Ibrahim, 

7:30 pm, $10 
TULA’S North Sound Jazz 
Band, 7:30 pm, $8 
VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Brad Gibson 
Presents, 9 pm 

ED 

BASTILLE CAFE BAR Le 

Verlan with DJ Paces Lift, 
8-11 pm, free 
CONTOUR NuDe 
Wednesdays, 9 pm, free 
LO-FI Loving Touch, 9 pm- 

2 am, free 

★ LOVECITYLOVE 
LOVECITYLOVE X 
WEDNESDAYS, 8-11 pm, 
$5/$10 

REVOLVER BAR Garden of 
Sonic Delights, 5-9 pm, free 


THURS 3/16 


BARBOZA Patrick Galactic, 
Richie Dagger's Crime, 
Coreena, 8 pm, $8 


BLACK LODGE Yr Parents, 
Boreen, Clarke and 
Himselfs, CAMP, 8:30-11 pm, 
$5-$ 1 0 

CENTRAL SALOON Ry 

Flannery & The Night Owls, 
Mr. Blue, Guests, 8-11 pm, 
$5/$8 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Adlib, 8 pm, $15 
CONOR BYRNE Barrule 
with Manx Trio, 8 pm 

★ © CROCODILE Big 
Business with Helms Alee, 

8 pm, $13 

© DOWNPOUR BREWING 

Open Mic Night, 5 pm, free 
EL CORAZON Goya, 
Aneurysm, Sausage Slapper, 
8 pm, $8/$10 
FREMONT ABBEY Steve 
Poltz with Reed Turner, 

8 pm, $16/$20 
©THE FUNHOUSE Green 
Jello, Headless Pez, Raw 
Dogs, Blame The Wizards, 
Xombius, 8 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 
HIGH DIVE Marmalade, 

8 pm, $6 

HIGHLINE Skates!, Bad 
Saint, Wild English, Tiger 
Rider, 8 pm-midnight, $6/$8 
HIGHWAY 99 Trailer Park 
Kings, 8 pm, $7 
J&M CAFE True Romans, 

8 pm, free 

KELLS Liam Gallagher; Buck 
Mhad Boys and STOCIOUS, 

9 pm, free 

★ KREMWERK Kangding 
Ray, IWY, Collin Strange, 
LUST STRENGTH, 8 pm, $14 
LUCKY LIQUOR Layden 
and the Lion, Variations, 
Theories of Light, 
Newbrighton, 8 pm, $5/$8 
NECTAR ALO with Rabbit 
Wilde, 8 pm, $20/$25 
NEPTUNE THEATRE M0, 
9-midnight 

NEUMOS The Dusty '45s, 
Country Lips, The Ramblin' 
Years, 7 pm, $12 
Q NIGHTCLUB Studio 4/4: 
Way Out West (Live), 

9 pm-2 am, $16 
SEAMONSTER Aqua Soul, 

10 pm, $7 

★ SNOQUALMIE CASINO 

Michael Bolton, 7:30 pm, 
$55-$100 

© STONE WAY CAFE WIDE 
Open Mic, 7:30 pm, free 
SUBSTATION Spontaneous 
Rex, Xurs, Celluloid, Dirty 
Dirty, 8 pm, $8 
SUNSET TAVERN Cozy 
Slippers, Guest Directors, 
The Pro and The Con, 

8 pm, $8 

TRACTOR TAVERN Honcho 
Poncho, Genders, Lenore, 

8 pm, $8 

TRIPLE DOOR Mark 
Hurwitz and Gin Creek, 

9 pm, free 

P 

★ BARCA Jazz at Barca, 9 
pm-midnight, free 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Jane 
Monheit, 7:30 pm, $31.50 
© RESONANCE AT SOMA 
TOWERS An Origin Record 
Showcase, 7:30 pm, $15 
THE ROYAL ROOM Steve 
Treseler, 8 pm, $10 
TULA’S Fred Hadley's 
Sonando, 7:30 pm, $10 
VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Casey MacGill, 

5:30 pm, free 

ED 

BALLROOM Throwback 
Thursdays, 9 pm, free 

★ CHOP SUEY Shannon & 
The Clams: Sleep Talk Vinyl 
Dance Party, 9 pm, $8 
CONTOUR Jaded: DJs Jades 
& Morgueanne 


GRIM’S Special Blends, 

8 pm-2 am, free 
★ HAVANA Sophisticated 
Mama, free 

PONY Hot Love!, 9 pm, free 
Q NIGHTCLUB Studio 4/4: 
Way Out West (Live), 9 
pm-2 am, $16 

R PLACE Thirsty Thursdays: 
DJ Flow, free 

THE CARLILE ROOM Brian 
Yeager and DJ Mcki, 

10 pm, free 
TRINITY Beer Pong 
Thursdays, 9 pm, free 


CLASSICAL 


★ BENAROYA HALL 

Beethoven's "Pastoral" 
Symphony, 7:30 pm, $22- 
$122 

© SEATTLE ART MUSEUM 

SMCO: Seeing Nature, 

7-8 pm, free 


FRI 3/17 


★ BARBOZA Fucked Up 
with Guests, 7 pm, $20 
BLUE MOON TAVERN Grace 
Love with Arrows In Orbit, 

9 pm, $10 

CENTRAL SALOON Mark 
Porkchop Holder & MPH, 
9-11 pm, $8 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Celt Check, 8 pm, free 

★ © CROCODILE Clap 
Your Hands Say Yeah, Vita 
and the Woolf, 8 pm, $20 
DARRELL’S TAVERN 
Downtown, Actionesse, 
Dynamite Nugget, Fuzz 
Mutt, 9 pm, $8 

FADO IRISH PUB Stark 
Raving Plaid, Junior on 
the Prowl, The Kennedy 
Brothers, 9 pm-2 am, 0/$ 1 0 

★ © FREMONT ABBEY 
Jesca Hoop with Ritchie 
Young, 8 pm, $ 1 2/$1 5 
THE FUNHOUSE Revolver, 
Ghenes, Ruby, Landrace, 
Greeneddle, 8 pm, $8/$10 
HARD ROCK CAFE Megs 
McLean, 8-11 pm, $10/$ 12 
HIGH DIVE '80s Invasion, 8 
pm, $12 

HIGHWAY 99 Walter Trout, 

8 pm, $20 

★ © KEYARENA Red Hot 

Chili Peppers, 8 pm, $49-$99 
THE KRAKEN Cottonwood 
Cutups, The Mighty 
Dreadful Stringband, Sweet 
Lou's Sour Mash, 9 pm- 
2 am, $7 

LUCKY LIQUOR Hostile 
Makeover and Guests, 8 
pm-midnight, $5/$8 
MURPHY’S PUB Castletown, 
9:30-midnight 
NECTAR ALO with Rabbit 
Wilde, 8 pm, $20/$25 
© NEPTUNE THEATRE 
The Internet Presents The 
Internet Tour, 8 pm, $23.50 
OLD PEQULIAR The 
Jamisons, 12-3 pm 
OWL N’ THISTLE Joe 
Bowbeer, Joe Doria, Tom 
Hotchkin, 7-9 pm 
PARLIAMENT TAVERN 
Swindler, 9 pm-1 am, free 
PEDDLER BREWING 
COMPANY Whisky Mary, 
7:30-10 pm, free 
THE POCKET THEATER 
Brad Anderson, 7 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 4 

THE ROYAL ROOM © The 

Golden Road: The 50th 
Anniversary of the Grateful 
Dead, 5:30 pm, $15; Grown 
Folks Friday, 9 pm, $10 
SEAMONSTER Funky 2 
Death: Guests, 10 pm, $7 
© SHOWBOX Chronixx, 
Kelissa, MAX GLAZER, 9 pm, 


$25/$28 

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 

Puget Power with Mark 
Brainard, 9 pm-midnight, $7 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
Pukesnake, Memphis Radio 
Kings, Graig Markel & The 
88th St Band, 9 pm, $5 
SUBSTATION Antichrist, 
Drawn & Quartered, 
Crurifragium, Kommand, 8 
pm, $15; Shamrock Yo' Body 
with Northern Shakedown 
and Guests, 9 pm, $10/$ 12 
SUNSET TAVERN 
Dreamcatchr, The Hollers, 
Sleeping Lessons, 9 pm, $10 

★ © TACOMA DOME 
Chris Botti with Symphony 
Tacoma, 8 pm, $26-$196 
TIM NOAH’S THUMBNAIL 
THEATER Friday Night 
Open Mic, 6:30 pm, $3-$5 
TIM’S TAVERN The Haggis 
Brothers, The Belfast 
Bandits, Play Ricochet, 

6 pm-1 am 

★ TRACTOR TAVERN 

The Paperboys and Guests, 
10 pm, $20 

★ TRIPLE DOOR Adrian 
Belew Power Trio with Saul 
Zonana, 10:30 pm, $35-$45 
©VERA PROJECT Polyphia, 
Jason Richardson, Covet, 
Designer Disguise, 7 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 4 

VERMILLION Wildstyle, 

10 pm, free 

© W HOTEL W Live: The 
Ramblin' Years, 6:30 pm, 
free 

imi 

EGAN’S JAM HOUSE 

Helene Smart and John 
Engerman & Michael King, 
Gabrielle Mehlman and 
Jeannette d'Armand, 9 pm, 
$1 5/$20/$25 

★ ©JAZZ ALLEY Jane 
Monheit, 9:30 pm, $31.50 
LATONAPUB Phil Sparks 
Trio, 5 pm, free 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
Starbucks Hot Java Cool 
Jazz, 7 pm, $22 
TULA’S Richard Cole: A 
Tribute to Michael Brecker, 
7:30 pm, $20 

un 

ASTON MANOR House Party 
Fridays, 10 pm-2 am 
BALLROOM Rendezvous 
Friday, 10 pm 

★ BALTIC ROOM Juicy: 

'90s & 2000s Old School 
Throwbacks, $10 
CHOP SUEY SLAY: A Hip 
Hop Party for LGBT+, POC, 
And Open-Minded People, 

9 pm-midnight, $ 5/$ 1 0 
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Electric Glowdance Seattle: 
Nytrix, DJ Rayn, Bitelyus, 
lllest Rich, Weekend 
Warriors, 8 pm, $20/$30 
FOUNDATION Resonate 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, $20-$30 
HAVANA Viva Havana, 

9 pm, $11 

KREMWERK WO R K ! 

Ghostea & Fritz Carlton, 10 
pm-3:59 am 
NEIGHBOURS Absolut 
Fridays, 9 pm 
NEUMOS Bootie Seattle: 

St Paddy's Party!, 9 pm, $5 
before 10pm/$10 after 
PONY Be Stiff!, 9 pm, free 
Q NIGHTCLUB Mint: J. 
Espinosa, 10 pm-2 am, $10 
R PLACE Transcendence: 
with DJ E, 9:30 pm 

★ RE-BAR Soul-Fi, 10 pm, 
$ 0-$10 

RENAISSANCE SEATTLE 
HOTEL RStage Presents: 

Jam Soundz, 9-1 1 :30 pm, 
free 



3/15 

WEDNESDAY 



Emporium Presents:: 

Josh Abbott Band 

William Clark Green 

21 and over 


3/16 

THURSDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Big Business 

Helms Alee 

All ages 


3/17 

FRIDAY 



STG Presents:: 

Clap Your Hands Say Yeah 

Vita and The Woolf 

All ages 


3/18 

SATURDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Donavon Frankenreiter 

Grant-Lee Phillips 

All ages 


3/19 

SUNDAY 


3/20 

MONDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Meat Puppets 

The Modern Era, StaG 

All ages 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Slothrust @ The Sunset 

Sons Of An Illustrious Father 

21 and over 




Monday 4/3 

THE BRONX 



Friday 5/5 

THE CAVE 
SINGERS 


Friday 5/26 

LOUIS FUTON 



3/21 ISAIAH RASHAD 3/24 G. LOVE & SPECIAL SAUCE 3/25 G. LOVE & SPECIAL SAUCE 3/26 WHY? 3/27 MOOSE BLOOD 
3/28 JAIN 3/29 ALI NA BARAZ 3/31 COLONY HOUSE 4/1 B0LLYGR00VES4/2ENVY0NTHEC0AST 4/5 FLOATING POINTS 
4/6 CUSTOMS GOODBYE 4/7 GANJA WHITE NIGHT 4/8 WIRE 4/10 TWIN PEAKS / HINDS 4/11 FKJ 4/13 LA FONDA 


2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 
★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECR0C0DILE.COM * 
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| Party | 



Diplo | Run The Jewels | Lord Huron 

Jal Wolf ] Angel Olsen | Wolf Parade | Snakehips 

Thundercat | Mura Masa | Danny Brown | Lizzo 
Trippy Turtle | Whitney | Perfume Genius | Noname 
Austra | Manatee Commune I Mykki Blanco | Cloud Nothings 

Phantoms | MAGIC GIANT | Julie Byrne | Lucy Dacus | Torres | Cherry Glazerr 

Many Moref 
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Kyle Craft \ Naked Giants | Flor j Zoolab | SLOUCHER | Saint Claire 1 + 

CapitolhMlblockparty.com 
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THINGS TO DO The Best of the Rest of the Music 


★ TIMBRE ROOM Research: 
Loefah, 10 pm-3 am, $12 
TRINITY Massive Fridays, 
free 

VERMILLION Session 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, free 


CLASSICAL 


© 415 WESTLAKE Bridget 
Kibbey, 8 pm, $45 

★ BENAROYA HALL 
Beethoven's "Pastoral" 
Symphony, noon, $22-$122 

★ CORNISH PLAYHOUSE 
A Woman's World: Seattle 
Women's Chorus, 8 pm, 
$25-$58 

© FIRST FREE METHODIST 
CHURCH Hearing Nature, 

8 pm, $15/$20 
© ST. MARK’S CATHEDRAL 

Concert On The Flentrop 
Organ, 7:30 pm, $15/$20 


SAT 3/18 


2312 GALLERY A Night at 
2312 to Benefit the ACLU, 
7:30 pm-midnight, $ 1 0/$25 
ART MARBLE 21 Bouzoukia 
Night Live, 7 pm-2 am, $45 
BLUE MOON TAVERN The 
Rule of Groove, 9 pm, $7 
CENTRAL SALOON Leava, 
Boots To The Moon, 
Verlaine, Campion, 8 pm- 
midnight, $5/$8 

★ © CHAPEL 
PERFORMANCE SPACE 
Matt Carlson, Jeff Witscher, 
Jason E. Anderson, 8-11 pm, 
$5-$1 5 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Buck Johnson with Lara 
Lavi, 8 pm, $20/$25 
CONOR BYRNE Jonathan 
Warren & the Billy Goats 
with Guests, 9 pm, $8 
COUTH BUZZARD Hunter's 
Moon, 7:30-9:30 pm 

★ © CROCODILE 
Donavon Frankenreiter 
with Grant-Lee Phillips, 

8 pm, $25 

FADO IRISH PUB Stark 
Raving Plaid, Junior on 
the Prowl, The Kennedy 
Brothers, 9-2 am, 0/$10 
THE FUNHOUSE 
Mothership, Black Pussy, 
Beastmaker, Slow Season, 
Year of the Cobra, 8 pm, 
$10/$ 12 

HARD ROCK CAFE 1 967, 

8 pm-1 am, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 
HIGH DIVE Wages of Sin, 
Rum Rebellion, Vito & The 
One-Eyed Jacks, 8 pm, 

$8/$ 1 0 

HIGHWAY 99 Hunter & The 
Dirty Jacks, The Stacy Jones 
Band, 8 pm, $17 
KELLS Buck Mhad Boys and 
STOCIOUS, 6 pm, free 
LUCKY LIQUOR Foxy 
Apollo, RCV, Gutterpup, 

Free Samples, 7-11 pm, 

$5/$8 

MUSEUM OF POP CULTURE 

Upstream Presents: Guitar 
Slinger Showdown, 

7-11 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 
NECTAR Polecat and The 
Warren G. Hardings, 8 pm, 
$12/$ 16 

★ © NEPTUNE THEATRE 

Japandroids, Craig Finn & 
The Uptown Controllers, 

9 pm, $18.50 

© NEUMOS Daya with Jess 
Kent: Sit Still, Look Pretty 
Tour, 7 pm, $20-$79 

★ RENDEZVOUS Sessions of 
She, 3:30 pm, free 

© THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Golden Road: The 50th 
Anniversary of the Grateful 
Dead, 9:30 pm, $15 

★ © SHOWBOX Big Wild, 9 
pm, $18/$20 

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE The 

Lowdown Drifters with 
Deception Past, 9 pm, $5 
© SOULFOOD 
COFFEEHOUSE Hilary 
Scott, 7:30-10 pm, $8 
STUDIO SEVEN Second 
Coming, Ten Miles Wide, 
One Gun Shy, Devils Hunt 
Me Down, 7 pm, $10/$ 15 
SUBSTATION The Navins, 
CobraHawk, Stargazing in 
35mm, 5 pm, $6 
SUNSET TAVERN Branden 


Daniel & The Chics, Killer 
Workout, Beverly Crusher, 

9 pm, $10 

©TACOMA DOME Eric 
Church, 8 pm, $20-$89 
TIM’S TAVERN Late Night 
Shiner, The Weirdons, 
Apache Truck Stop, The 
Glaring, 8 pm, $5 
TIMBRE ROOM ★Nail 
Polish, Lithics, Casual Hex, 
7-10 pm, $7; La Onda: 
Kemba, Guayaba, Rell Be 
Free, 9 pm-2 am, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN Tribute 
Night Showdown: Blondie 
Vs. The Cars, 9 pm, $8 
© VERA PROJECT Secret 
Drum Band, Globelamp, 

Lori Goldston, 7:30 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

VERMILLION Pad Pushers, 

9 pm, free 

EGAN’S JAM HOUSE 

Marcus Wolland & Carolyn 
Magoon, Angie Louise & 
Miz LaWanda DuPree, 9 
pm, $15/$20/$25 

★ ©JAZZ ALLEY Jane 
Monheit, 9:30 pm, $31.50 
TULA’S Greta Matassa 
Quartet, 7:30 pm, $18 
VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE The Tarantellas, 

6-9 pm, free 

un 

AMBER Amber Saturdays 
with DJ Kipprawk, free 
ASTON MANOR NRG 
Saturdays: Guests, free 
BALLARD LOFT DJ 
Saturdays, 10 pm, free 
BALLROOM Sinful 
Saturdays, 9 pm 
BALTIC ROOM Crave 
Saturdays, 10 pm 
BARBOZA Hey Now!, 10:30 
pm, free 

CHOP SUEY Dance Yourself 
Clean, 9 pm, $5/ free 
CONTOUR Seattle Sub 
Sessions: One Year 
Anniversary, 10 pm, $10 

★ CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm-3 am, free 
FOUNDATION Elevate 
Saturdays, $0-30 
HAVANA Havana Social, 

9 pm, $15 
KREMWERK 
#GOODSATURDAYS, 

10 pm-2 am, $10 
LO-FI SNAP! 90s Dance 
Party, 9 pm, $10 

Q NIGHTCLUB Madness, 

10 pm-2 am, $12 
RE-BAR Ceremony, 10 pm- 
2 am, $5 

★ SHOWBOX SODO Tchami 
with Angelz, 9 pm, $22-$25 
STAGE SEATTLE Vice 
Saturdays, 10 pm, Free/$15 
SUBSTATION A Family 
Affair 2.0, 10 pm-3 am, $10 
TRINITY Reload Saturdays 
THE UNDERGROUND 
RADIOACTIVE with 
Audiofreq, 10 pm, $15/$20 
W HOTEL W Live: Night 
Shakes with Mike Nipper 
and Taryn Rene Dorsey, 9:30 
pm-1:30 am, free 


CLASSICAL 


BENAROYA HALL 0 Seattle 
Baroque Orchestra: Bach 
Brandenburg Celebration, 
7:30-9:30 pm, $26-$46; ★ 
Beethoven's "Pastoral" 
Symphony, 8 pm, $22-$122 

★ CORNISH PLAYHOUSE 
A Woman's World: Seattle 
Women's Chorus, 8 pm, 
$25-$58 

HOLY ROSARY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH Northwest 
Symphony Orchestra: Music 
for the Soul, 8 pm, $15/$20 
TOWN HALL© Ben Hunter 
& Joe Seamons, 1 1 am, $5; 

★ Global Rhythms: Rahim 
AlHaj, 7:30 pm, $10-$20 
©TRIPLE DOOR Brazilian 
Mandolin Virtuoso Danilo 
Brito, 8 pm, $30 


SUN 3/19 


BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Hannah Judson, Claire 
Michelle, Spencer Carlson, 


9 pm, $7 

© CAFE RACER Racer 
Sessions, 7:30-11 pm, free 

★ CHOP SUEY The 
Coathangers, The Birth 
Defects, VHS, 8 pm, $13/$ 15 

★ © CROCODILE Meat 
Puppets, The Modern Era, 
StaG, 8 pm, $16 

© THE FUNHOUSE The 
Revolving Bullets, Public 
Theatre, As Pillars Fall, 
Pinebox Drive, The 
Skyemonkey, 7 pm, $10/$ 12 
HIGH DIVEtheZim & 

ARock with Honor Hall 
and Among Authors, 7 pm, 
$ 6/$8 

THE KRAKEN Slow Code, 
The Hague, Trapper, Tincho, 

9 pm-2 am, $7 

© THE LAKE TRAIL 
TAPROOM Sunday Open 
Blues Jam, 3-7:30 pm, free 
LITTLE RED HEN Open 
Mic Acoustic Jam with 
Bodacious Billy, 4 pm 

★ © MACHINE HOUSE 
BREWERY Elevator: John 
Chantler, 8-1 1 pm, $10 
SEAMONSTER Nick 
Drummond, 10 pm, free 
© SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Mia Day, Bug, Lettie Mars, 
6-9 pm, $5 

SUBSTATION High Cloud 
Cover and Bad News 
Botanists, 9 pm-midnight 
SUNSET TAVERN The 
Lowebeats, The Connection, 
The Dee Dees, 8 pm, $10 
TIM’S TAVERN Acoustic 
Songwriter Showcase, 

6-11 pm 

TRACTOR TAVERN Save 
Ferris with Guests, 7:30 pm 
©TRIPLE DOOR Bradford 
Loomis and Lowlands, 

7:30 pm, $15 

©VERA PROJECT Young 
Go Hards, Dead Bars, 
Ramona, 7:30 pm, $12-$25 

THE ANGRY BEAVER Jazz at 
the Beaver, 9 pm, free 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Sunday 
Night Jazz Jam, 8 pm, free 
© HARISSA Sunday Bossa 
Nova, 6-9 pm, free 

★ ©JAZZ ALLEY Jane 
Monheit, 7:30 pm, $31.50 
© THE ROYAL ROOM 
Seattle JazzED, 5 pm, free 

★ © TULA’S Jim Cutler Jazz 
Orchestra, 7:30 pm, $10 

★ VITO’S RESTAURANT 
& LOUNGE The Ron 
Weinstein Trio, 9:30 pm, 
free; Bob Hammer, 6 pm, 
free 

un 

EL CORAZON Urban Panda 
Presents Slay Sundays, 10 
pm-2 am, $5-$20 
NEIGHBOURS Noche Latino: 
DJ Luis and DJ Polo, 

10 pm-2 am 

R PLACE Homo Hop, 10 pm 

★ RE-BAR Flammable, 10 
pm-3 am, $10 


CLASSICAL 


★ CORNISH PLAYHOUSE 

A Woman's World: Seattle 
Women's Chorus, 2 pm, 
$25-$58 

NORTHWEST CELLARS 

Early Music Underground: 
Erin Go Baroque, 3-5 pm, 
$25 

RESONANCE AT SOMA 
TOWERS Ballard Civic 
Orchestra: Celebrating 
Hispanic & Latino Cultural 
Heritage, 2:30-4:30 pm, free 

★ © ST. MARK’S 
CATHEDRAL Compline 
Choir, 9:30 pm, free 


MON 3/20 


CAPITOL CIDER 

EntreMundos, 9:30 pm, free 
CHOP SUEY Chrome Lakes, 
Psychic Death, 8 pm, free 
CONOR BYRNE Bluegrass 
Jam, 8:30 pm, free 
© EL CORAZON 
Truckfighters, Yawning 
Man, Eroder, 88 Mile Trip, 

8 pm, $ 1 3/$ 1 5 

© THE FUNHOUSE It Lives It 


Breathes, Avion Roe, GP., 

7 pm, $10/$ 12 

LUCKY LIQUOR Sid Law, 

3-6 pm 

★ NEUMOS Carpenter Brut 
with Magic Sword, 

8 pm, $20 

SEAMONSTER Open Mic 
Night, 8 pm 

SUBSTATION RA Scion, Call, 
Da Qween, Jamel Moxey, 9 
pm-midnight, $6 
SUNSET TAVERN Slothrust, 
Sons of an Illustrious Father, 
7:30 pm, $10 
TRACTOR TAVERN Nikki 
Lane, Robert Ellis, Jonathan 
Tyler, 8 pm, $18.50/$20 

i 

THE ROYAL ROOM The 

Salute Sessions, 10 pm, free 
© TULA’S pH Factor Big 
Band, 7:30 pm, $10 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM Jam Jam, 

9 pm 

★ BAR SUE Motown on 
Mondays, 10 pm, free 


TUE 3/21 


★ BARBOZA Xenia Rubinos 
with Guests, 8 pm, $10 
BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Totusek Tuesday Nights, 

8-1 1 pm, free 
CAFE RACER Cafe Racer 
Song Circle, 9 pm-1 am 
CHOP SUEY Xolie Morra, 
Tobias the Owl, Wes Sp8, 

8 pm, $8 

★ COLUMBIA CITY 
THEATER Tuesday Night 
Music Club, 7:30 pm, free 
© crocodile Isaiah 
Rashad, Lance Skiiwalker, 
JayIDK, 8 pm, $16-$65 
FREMONT ABBEY Open 
Arts Mic, 7 pm, free 

© THE FUNHOUSE Joey 
Fatts, D Savage, Lucki 
Ecks, Lalion, Dorian, 8 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 5 

★ KREMWERK Xiu Xiu, 
Newaxeyes, Zen Mother, 
Taylar Elizza Beth, 8 pm, 

$13 

© NEPTUNE THEATRE 

Zucchero, 8 pm, $35/$40 
NEUMOS Old 97's with Ha 
Ha Tonka, 6:30 pm, $20 
PARAGON You Play 
Tuesday: Guests, 8 pm, free 
THE ROYAL ROOM ★ The 
Suffering Fuckheads, 10 pm, 
free; © Gabriel Burbano 
Quintet, 7:30-9:15 pm, free 
SHADOWLAND Open Mic, 

9 pm, free 

★ showbox Social 
Distortion with Jade 
Jackson, 8 pm, $40/$45 
SUNSET TAVERN Little 
Wings, Hoop, Whitney 
Ballen, 8 pm, $10 
TIM’S TAVERN Open Mic: 
Linda Lee, 8 pm 
TRACTOR TAVERN Wayne 
"The Train" Hancock, Big 
Sandy & His Fly-Rite Boys, 

8 pm, $18 

© TRIPLE DOOR Dervish, 
7:30 pm, $26/$30 
VICTORY LOUNGE The 

Ocean Party, Zebra Hunt, 
Seaside Tryst, Soft Paws, 

8:30 pm, $5/$8 
© WAMU THEATER 
Panic! At the Disco with 
MisterWives and Saint 
Motel, 7-10 pm, $46.50 

IFiVM 

JAZZ ALLEY Grace Kelly, 

7:30 pm, $29.50 
OWL N’ THISTLE Jazz with 
Eric Verlinde, 8 pm, free 
0 TULA’S Line Up! Mark 
Taylor and Dawn Clement, 
7:30 pm, $12 

un 

BALTIC ROOM Drum & Bass 
Tuesdays, 10 pm 
CENTRAL SALOON Low 

Alternative '90s Rock Night, 
8-1 1 pm, free 

★ HAVANA Real Love '90s, 
$5; free before 10 pm 
MERCURY Die: Black Maru 
and Major Tom, $5 


SEX OFFENDER 
REGISTRATION 
GOT YOU DOWN? 

We may be able to help to 
remove that requirement. 

The Meryhew Law Group, PLLC 

( 206 ) 264-1590 

www.meryhewlaw.com 
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PQNYSEA]Tli,COM 


GOING OUT ON THE HILL? 
WE HAVE THE FUNK TO COVER 
YOUR #PREFUNK 



THURS, 3/16 - SUN. 3/19 
- 1 

juVI SHORT: 

W 


Jim Short was born in Australia 
and moved to Texas where he 
began his stand-up career. Jim's 
television credits include Late 
Night with Conan O'Brien, The 
Late Show with David Letterman, 
The Late Late Show with Craig 
Ferguson and NBC's Late 
Friday. He was the winner of the 
2004 San Francisco International 
Comedy Competition. 



ICOMliDY 

UNDERGROUND 


109 S. WASHINGTON ST. 

(ON OCCIDENTAL PARK) 

(206) 628-0303 


WWW.COMEDYUNDERGROUND.COM 
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FRIDAY 3/24 

OF OAKS 

HEATHER MCENTIRE 
(OF MOUNT MORIAH) 



SATURDAY 3/25 

TYLER EDWARDS 

ALKI + GHOST SHIP 
SUNDAY 3/26 

DEAFHEAVEN 

THIS WILL DESTROY YOU 
+ EMMA RUTH RUNDLE 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE RUNAWAY & NEUMOS.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THE BARBOZA.COM | THERUNAWAYSEATTLE.COM 1 925 E PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 



c OCKTAl^ 


°mpa$s 


flie Strangers 

COCKTAIL 
COMPASS APP 


^oc 

A 


MIZZY //OUZ AZZ 

GuldfiA Yon to tho Be At, and t/emeAt, 

ttafifuj, Uolwa Anyw/mo in Town 



strangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD j Stranger Things To Do 



SEAN PURSER 


MUSIC 


Barrule with Manx Trio Conor Byrne, 
Thurs March 16, 8 pm 

Bootie Seattle: St Paddy’s Party! 

Neumos, Fri March 17, 9 pm, $5 before 
10pm/$10 after 

Buck Mhad Boys and STOCIOUS 

Kells, Thurs March 16, 9 pm. Sat March 18, 

6 pm, free 

Castletown St Patrick’s Day Mur- 
phy's Pub, Fri March 17, 9:30 pm-midnight 

Celt Check Columbia City Theater, Fri 
March 17, 8 pm, free 

Cottonwood Cutups, The Mighty 
Dreadful Stringband, Sweet Lou’s 
Sour Mash The Kraken Bar & Lounge, Fri 
March 17, 9 pm-2 am, $7 

Downtown, Actionesse, Dynamite 
Nugget, Fuzz Mutt Darrell's Tavern, 
Shoreline, Fri March 17, 9 pm, $8 

Early Music Underground: Erin 
Go Baroque Northwest Cellars, Kirkland, 
Sun March 19, 3-5 pm, $25 

Elliott Bay Pipe Band Big Time Brew- 
ery & Ale House, March 17-18 

Freakout Records Presents: St. 
Patty’s Day Bash Sat March 18, 8 pm- 
midnight, free 

Gina Belliveau Hard Rock Cafe, Fri 
March 17, 3-7 pm 

Grace Love with Arrows In Orbit 

Blue Moon Tavern, Fri March 17, 9 pm, $10 

The Haggis Brothers, The Belfast 
Bandits, Play Ricochet Tim's Tavern, 
Fri March 17, 6 pm-1 am 

Hostile Makeover and Guests 

Lucky Liquor, Tukwila, Fri March 17, 8 pm- 
midnight, $5/$8 

Hunter’s Moon Couth Buzzard Books 
Espresso Buono Cafe, Sat March 18, 7:30- 
9:30 pm 

Irish Party with Whisky Mary 

Peddler Brewing Company, Fri March 17, 
7:30-10 pm, free 

The Jamisons (Baldrige/Totusek) 

Old Pequliar, Fri March 17, 12-3 pm 

Joe Bowbeer, Joe Doria, Tom Hotch- 

kin Owl N' Thistle, Fri March 17, 7-9 pm 

Liam Gallagher Kells, Wed March 15, 

9 pm, free 


Mark Porkchop Holder & MPH 

Central Saloon, Fri March 17, 9-11 pm, $8 

The Paperboys and Guests Tractor 
Tavern, Fri March 17, 10 pm, $20 

Polecat and The Warren G. Hard- 
ings Nectar, Sat March 18, 8 pm, $12/$ 16 

Seattle Firefighters Pipes and 
Drums Stoup Brewing, Wed March 15, 6 pm 

Shamrock Yo’ Body with Northern 
Shakedown and Guests Substation, 

Fri March 17, 9 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 

St. Patrick’s Day Madness with ’80s 
Invasion High Dive, Fri March 17, 8 pm, $12 

St. Patrick’s Festival Kells, Fri March 
17, 9 am, $20 

St. Patrick’s Weekend Festival Doyle's 
Public House, Tacoma, March 17-18, $10 

Stark Raving Plaid, Junior on the 
Prowl, The Kennedy Brothers Fado 
Irish Pub, March 17-18, 9 pm-2 am, $10 

Stout Pounders, Eastside Firefight- 
ers Pipes & Drums, Stark Raving 
Plaid, Author Unknown, The Hip- 
sters Wilde Rover, Kirkland, Fri March 17 

Swindler Parliament Tavern, Fri March 17, 
9 pm-1 am, free 

Wages of Sin, Rum Rebellion, 

Vito & The One-Eyed Jacks High 
Dive, Sat March 18, 8 pm, $8/$ 1 0 


FOOD & DRINK 


Alki O’Beach Pub St. Patrick’s 

DayAlki Beach Pub, March 17-18, free 

Anderson School St. Patrick’s 
Day Celebration McMenamins Ander- 
son School, Bothell, March 17-18 

Capitol Hill Irish Stroll Bar Sue, 
Capitol Cider, Sam's Tavern, Fri March 17, 

5 pm-2 am, $6-$ 1 0 

Everyone Is Irish! Stoup/Boundary 

Bay Toronado Seattle, Fri March 17, 5 pm 

The Feast of St. Patrick The Bottle- 
Neck Lounge, Fri March 17, 4 pm-2 am 

Fighting Irish Cocktail Competi- 
tion Queen Anne Beerhall, Sun March 19, 

3 pm, free 

First Annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Party Amber, Fri March 17, 8:30 pm-2 am, 
free 

New Century Theatre Company’s 
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THINGS TO DO ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

St. Patrick’s Day Bash 2017 Solo, 
Fri March 17, 8 pm-m id night, $25/$35 

Ninth Annual Guinness Race to 
the Taps & Free Breakfast Ballard 
Loft, Fri March 17, 6-10 am 

Official Jameson St. Patrick’s 
Day Party - Lux Fridays STAGE 
Seattle, Fri March 17, 10 pm-2 am 

Paddy’s Day at Ghostfish Ghostfish 
Brewing Company, Fri March 17, 3-10 pm 

Saint Patrick’s Day on the Light- 
ship South Lake Union Park, Fri March 17, 
7 pm, $50 

Shamrock & Shenanigans Bell- 
town Pub, March 17-20 

St. Paddy’s Day with Teeling 
Whiskey Heartwood Provisions, Fri 
March 17, 3 pm-midnight 

St. Paddy’s Feast with Flying 
Bike Cooperative Brewery The 

Pantry, March 16-18, 7-10:30 pm, $100 

St. Paddy’s Party Cruise Waterways 
Cruises, Fri March 17, 8:30-11:30 pm, $42 

St. Patrick’s Day and Irish Festival 

Shawn O'Donnell's American Grill and Irish 
Pub, Everett, March 17-18 

St. Patrick’s Day at the Fid Fid- 
dler's Inn, Fri March 17, 7-10 pm 

St. Patrick’s Day at the Pike Pub 

The Pike Pub at Pike Brewing Company, 
March 17-18 

St. Patrick’s Day Beer Bash 

Ounces, Fri March 17, 6-10 pm 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration 

Flatstick Pub Seattle, March 17-18, $20/$30 

St. Patrick’s Day in the Market 

Pike Place Market Atrium Kitchen, Fri 
March 17, 6 pm, $65 

St. Patrick’s Day with Tullamore 

D.E.W. The Whisky Bar, Fri March 17 

St. Patty’s Cider + Sour Beer 
Pop-Up Bottlehouse, Fri March 17, 4-7 
pm, $18 

St. Patty’s Day Cocktails and 
Connections Taproot Cafe & Bar, Thurs 
March 16, 5-7 pm, $10-$15 


COMMUNITY 


BarkHappy Seattle: St. Pawtrick’s 
Day Party Seapine Brewing Company 
Sat March 18, 3-5 pm, $10 

St. Patty’s Day in the Park Bell 
Street Park, Fri March 17, 4-7 pm 


FILM 


Hecklevision: Leprechaun in the 
Hood Central Cinema, Thurs March 16, 

8 pm-10 pm, $9 


DRAG 


TWIRL with Verotica — Green 
Envy Neighbours, Sat March 18, 10 pm- 
3:59 am, $ 1 0/$ 1 5 
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Northwest Record Show ^ 
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Sunday, March 26th 

Seattle Center Pavilion Room 

2nd Ave. & Thomas St. 



10am-4pm • Admission $3 

($2 with food item to benefit Northwest Harvest) 

Please help Northwest Harvest collect food for local food banks. 
Your food item worth $1 off the price of admission. 
Non-perishable canned/boxed foods only. 

For more information 
call Mike: 

206 - 850-2162 Wi 
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PORTER RAY Watercolor is his reintroduction to the world. 

True Color 

Porter Ray Explains Four 
Songs from His Debut LP 

BY AMBER CORTES 


P orter Ray wants you to experience 
Watercolor, his debut album, like 
you would a piece of art. 

“From start to finish,” the local rapper 
explains, “I wanted the listener to feel like 
they were staring at a beautiful painting. But 
as you start to really look at the piece, you 
notice other certain subtleties within it. I re- 
ally wanted to take the listener on a journey 
with different colors of sounds, vivid lyrical 
imagery, and textures of emotion. To paint a 
picture with my words.” 

Ray sees Watercolor as his reintroduc- 
tion to the world, where he would forgo the 
“bravado and braggadocio” of his previous 
mixtapes in favor of an “intimate conversa- 
tion” about where he’s been and what he’s 
seen. 

He’s been collecting the material on 
Watercolor for three years — scribbling 
rhymes in journals, interviewing his friends 
and family to re-create scenarios in the 


studio, and revisiting inspirational albums 
like The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill to 
shape the work in progress. Finally, 50 songs 
were whittled down to the 18 tracks on the 
album. His goal was to create a career-mak- 


Ray forgoes the “bravado 
and braggadocio” of 
his previous mixtapes 
in favor of an “intimate 
conversation.” 


ing classic of both performance and persona, 
like Nas’s Illmatic , Jay Z’s Reasonable 
Doubt, or Mos Def ’s Black on Both Sides. “I 
just wanted to push the envelope in terms of 
genres,” he says. “But also have it be looked 
at as a classic rap album, and especially as a 
classic album coming from Seattle.” 


The Seattle force is strong on Water- 
color, which features multiple collaborators 
within Porter Ray’s orbit, including lifelong 
friend Cashtro, JusMoni, Nate Jack, Aslan 
T. Rife, Fly Guy Dai and The Palaceer of 
Shabazz Palaces, and even his cousin Thad, 
who sings background vocals on “Bullet- 
proof Windows.” 

Below, Porter Ray provides a peek into 
the stories behind a few of the tracks on 
Watercolor. 

“East Seattle” 

“East Seattle is the east side of the Central 
District where I grew up. Just about every 
line of that song is solid truth. I wanted to 
commemorate the memories/people of my 
neighborhood. Multiple friends of mine 
were incarcerated or deceased, and I want- 
ed to immortalize our memories through my 
music. The record was produced by KMTK, 
whom I also met in East Seattle back when 
I was 11 or 12 while he was working at the 
YMCA off East Madison.” 

“Past Life” 

“Sometimes I find myself reminiscing too 
often, wishing I could have maintained re- 
lationships/friendships from another time 
period. Wishing my brother and father 
would come back from the dead. I remem- 
ber an acquaintance of mine/mutual friend 
LJ Sims died in a car crash when we were 
12 or 13. That was my first encounter with 
the death of someone so young. I remem- 
ber vividly how much it affected the friends 
around me. There’s also a line in “East Se- 
attle” that refers to one of my best friends, 
Donnie, being blinded by gunfire. I refer- 
ence that scenario in the opening line of this 
song as well. Also, I’ve known Cashtro my 
whole life, he’s one of my best friends — we 
all grew up together in the CD, and we’ve 
all been affected by each other’s losses and 
traumas.” 

“The Mirror Between Us” 

“The first verse is about my little brother 
Aaron being murdered when he was 18. I 
was 21 at the time. He died on July 22, which 
is the birthday of my son’s mother. My son 
Aaron (named after my brother) was born 
January 12, the day after my father died. 
The mirror between me and my brother is 
a metaphor for him being on the other side 
of life. Now whenever I speak to him, it’s as 
if I’m speaking to myself in the mirror. The 
second verse is about my friend Jordan be- 
ing incarcerated. That’s his voice featured 
calling from prison. The mirror between 
us is the glass between you and the inmate 
when you visit someone in prison.” 

“My Mother’s Words” 

“I wrote the lyrics and recorded the song 
before we added my ‘mother’s words,’ which 
was a conversation that I sat down and re- 
corded with her over a glass of wine. We 
talked for maybe 15 or 20 minutes. She said 
so many beautiful things, it was hard to chop 
them down into a few quotes. My mother is 
everything to me. It wouldn’t be right if I 
didn’t include her on this album and dedi- 
cate a song to her. My father passed when I 
was 16, so my mother is all I have.” ■ 


Ultramega 
Full Circle 

Producer Jack Endino 
Breathes New Life 
into Soundgarden’s 
1988 Debut LP 

BY AMBER CORTES 


S oundgarden’s first full-length al- 
bum, Ultramega OK (SST, 1988), 
sold well, put the band on the map 
outside Seattle, and even got nominated for 
a Grammy. But it just didn’t sound right. The 
band always meant to redo the album but. . . 

stuff happens — 
grunge exploded 
and they signed 
with a major la- 
bel and went on 
world tours and 
became famous 
and broke up and 
reunited... you 
know, stuff. Almost 30 years later, the band 
asked producer Jack Endino to make their 
first record suitable for reissue. 

Endino spoke to The Stranger about the 
project. 

What happened with Ultramega OK ? 

Well, the story is basically this: Right 
after the band made the record, they real- 
ized that they didn’t really like the mix, and 
nobody else really liked it that much, either. 
I had made their first ER Screaming Life, 
with them, and I thought: “You guys went 
off and worked with somebody else [produc- 
er Drew Canulette], and you made a record, 
and it doesn’t sound as good as the stuff we 
did on the eight-track machine a few years 
before. What’s up with that? You guys went 
backward!” 

Why didn’t they go with you the first 
time? 

Two reasons: I only had that eight-track 
recorder and I was still just a beginner. I’d 
been working in the studio for about two 
years as an engineer at that point. I was 
good at what I did, but still I was a beginner, 
and the band wanted to stretch a little — 
which is understandable — and record on a 
16-track, which I didn’t have. 

What was wrong with the original 
release? 

The guitar tones were very thin and 
shrill. There’s a lot of strange reverb lay- 
ered over it in various places. The feeling of 
the music had to come out a little bit more; 
it was obscured. I wanted more energy com- 
ing out of the grooves, more vibe. 

I knew the way they sounded back in 
those days. So my approach was to mix the 
record as though I had been the one mixing 
it originally, and also keep the aesthetic of 
what the band did after that. I used the ex- 
isting mixes as a kind of blueprint. 

Ultramega OKs reissue was expanded 
to include the Ultramega EP— six early ► 
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◄ versions of the songs on the album in- 
cluding some previously unreleased tracks. 
What was your original role in that? 

I had actually recorded those eight-track 
versions for the EP in 1988 before they made 
the decision to go off and do a 16- track al- 
bum with the other guy Which was part of 
my disappointment at the time, as I thought 
well, god, these eight-track versions actually 
sounded pretty good. 

Was it weird to go back and hear those 
recordings you made back then— like read- 
ing old journal entries or something? 

Oh no, not at all! It was pleasantly surpris- 
ing to me how good it sounded. Which was 
somewhat of a relief, actually, like, oh thank 
goodness, I knew what I was doing back then. 

What was one thing you remember 
about Soundgarden back then? 

They were very serious in the studio! I 
mean, they had fun, but they also took their 
music really seriously, and this was a key 


thing about all the grunge bands of the era. 
We all had that in common. There was always 
a definite self-mocking sense of realism like, 
yeah, we’re just having fun here, but we don’t 
have any illusions about getting famous or 
rich. Which is why it was such cognitive dis- 
sonance when that actually happened to a few 
people later. 

What was it like trying to capture the 
sound of the band “back then” using the 
technology of today? 

The recordings of that era are very 
stripped down: basic and straightforward, 
mostly because there wasn’t a lot of time, 
or a lot of money, or a lot of gear. You 
couldn’t make a Radiohead record — you 
had to make a simple, straightforward rock 
record. And my aesthetic that I used back 
then still applies now, which is this: Get the 
sounds quickly, stay out of the way, capture 
the vibration, get the live feel as much as 
possible, and make it sound good. That’s 
what I do. ■ 


Bands I Pretended 
to Like for Boys 

Part Eleven: Nickel Creek 

BY KATHLEEN TARRANT 


O ne day in my sophomore year of 
high school, my friend Isabella 
and I met for tea and breakfast 
burritos in our high school’s cafeteria. Isa- 
bella always loved weird tea, the kind that 
looked like sticks and smelled like rich soil. 
We steeped our tea, and she asked me if I had 
heard of a pop bluegrass band called Nickel 
Creek. I hadn’t, and I said so. 

She pulled out her Discman, I put on the 
headphones, and she played me “When You 
Come Back Down” off their self-titled 2000 
release. It was emotional and sweet with 
a leading mandolin dripping like rain. It 
sounded like every crush I had ever had in 
my Colorado childhood — earnest, impossibly 
yearning, and just a little cheesy. 

Goddamn it. I loved Nickel Creek. I con- 
sumed their catalog voraciously. And since 
bluegrass shows were some of the only all- 
ages shows available in Colorado, I saw them 
three times in high school. I 
was on their message boards, 
and I followed their blog 
posts when blogs were still a 
nascent replacement for chat 
rooms and a precursor of lat- 
er social media. 

On This Side , Nickel 
Creek cover the song “Spit 
on a Stranger.” At the time, I 
had no idea it was a cover. I 
got their sheet-music songbook, determined 
to play every tune despite my clumsy fingers. 
Above “Spit on a Stranger” was the credit 
“Stephen Malkmus.” I googled the name, and 
there was Pavement. 

I visited my friends who had moved to Cali- 
fornia, one of my first trips on my own. They 
drove me to an Oakland record store, where 
I bought Pavement’s Terror Twilight , and we 
drove through the warm West Coast night with 
the roof of their parents’ convertible down. I 
lay in the back seat with no seat belt, and we 
turned up “Spit on a Stranger,” and I breathed 
in the sweet air and felt known and new. 

What I Think Now: Pavement are cool. Nickel 
Creek — despite the fact that the Watkins 
siblings and Chris Thile are from-birth vir- 
tuosos who could play any sad-boy indie band 
out the fucking door — are demonstrably not. 


I genuinely love Pavement, and I found them 
all on my own, with an assist from Isabella 
and our morning burritos. But for a long 
time, I didn’t tell people that’s how I heard 
about them. You can guess why. 

It isn’t lost on me that this self-defeating 
mentality is described in “Spit on a Stranger” 
itself — a song about running toward what fits 
no matter what. 

Whatever you need, 

However so slight, 

Whenever it’s real, 

Whenever it’s right. 

That song was very different in Pave- 
ment’s hands. It tripped over itself, tumbling 
into its sincerity almost inadvertently. It was 
coy and subtle, its earnestness stark instead 
of overstated. 

Nickel Creek’s cover is all sweetness and 
light — impeccable bluegrass 
riffs that manage to gloss over 
the tune’s original delicacy, 
hanging too many ornaments 
on a thin branch. But I loved 
it. I loved it because when I 
entered the song at 15, I was 
weighted down with affecta- 
tion. And when I drifted into 
the original at 17, I was just 
starting to grasp nuance. It’s 
why I didn’t tell people how I got there. I some- 
how assumed everyone started where I ended 
up. In fact, that same expectation is baked into 
the marketing strategy of lots of good art: A 
select few things are good — and if you don’t 
start with them, you’ll be lost forever. 

But you know who else Nickel Creek 
helped me find, via their blog, openers, and 
other live covers? Red House Painters, Ra- 
diohead, Jason Molina, and Andrew Bird. 

I don’t really love listening to Nickel Creek 
anymore. Realizing that really bummed me 
out, actually. Just... did they have to have so 
many ballads? 

But this is a journey of many small steps. 
And I’m glad that I had people along the way 
to put the headphones on my ears and let me 
figure it out for myself. 

Was It Worth It: Yes. ■ 
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Peter Boal 
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Sarah Ricard Orza in Jessica Lang’s Her Door to the Sky. © Lindsay Thomas. 


Qots 


Age 20-40? 

Join The Pointe and we’ll send you super ticket offers. 
Sign up: PNB.org/thepointe 


-The Seattle Times 
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A Lot to Look At 

The Overwhelming Artistry of Before We Flew Like Birds We Flew Like Clouds 

BY RICH SMITH 



BLAVKA PHOTOGRAPHY 


T he child inside you will flip out at the sight of big he- 
lium balloons floating around the black box theater 
inside 12th Avenue Arts, where choreographer KT 
Niehoff and approximately seven million collaborators are 
staging a multimedia brainsplosion called Before We Flew Like 
Birds We Flew Like Clouds. 

A sense of wonder and anticipation build in the room as you 
watch the balloons collide midair and stick together like super- 
sized molecules. The floating objects draw your attention to the 
ceiling and walls plated with gray flats onto which lighting de- 
signer Amiya Brown projects pools of blue light and comet-like 
bits of melted film. The place feels like 
a planetarium, and you’re seeing it all 
from one of several swivel chairs scat- 
tered around four mini-stages where 
the dancers perform. 

Dressed up like a galaxy in a gown of 
blue-black rose petals strung with white 
Christmas lights, Niehoff completes the cosmic scene and initiates 
the performance once she glides into the space from a dark cor- 
ner of the theater. The beat drops and synth-heavy R&B by Zeke 
Keeble fills the room. “If you could, would you float? Would you fly? 
Would you stay high?” Niehoff sings. The music and the singing 
sound like a musical-theater version of Portishead. 

As you might be able to tell by the previous three paragraphs 
of description, there’s a lot going on in Before We Flew Like Birds. 
Using dance, short virtual-reality films, sound recordings of Ra- 
diolab-like interviews, music, and, as I mentioned, giant helium 
balloons, Niehoff and a deep bench of artists — including a person 
who makes “neck sculpture,” Amy Turner Clem — endeavor to 
convey the experiences of four different people in a state of ex- 
treme duress: a speed skater in the middle of a superfast turn, an 
astronaut blasting off and floating in space, a rower rowing, and a 
heart-attack survivor seconds before (and after!) death. 

Immediately, Niehoff runs into the oldest art challenge ever, 
and her solution is somewhat overwhelming. The whole project of 
art, at a basic level, is to get inside someone else and make them 
feel or think the thing the artist is feeling or thinking. But the tools 
each form uses to enter the body are different and limited in their 


Sometimes the sheer volume of 
high-quality stimuli competing for 
my attention put me in a state of 
perma-FOMO. 


own way. Painters, for instance, work with images and textures, 
but not time. (Since tragedy is temporal, it’s often harder to cry at 
paintings than at, say, films, which have all kinds of tools — sound, 
image, time, language, movement.) In Before We Flew Like Birds , 
Niehoff wants you to feel what it’s like to float in space, to execute 
that turn, to nearly die... and her strategy seems to be to bom- 
bard your sensorium with several interconnected elements from 
as many different mediums as she can muster all at once. 

In an environment where discursive visual and physical 
metaphors are coming at you every second, OTN-ness can be 
a virtue. As a result, the singing and dancing contributed less 
to the project than the podcasts. In a prerecorded interview, for 
instance, paraplegic rower Michael Grady explains to Niehoff 
his complex rowing process as dancers perform a stylized ver- 
sion of the movements he describes. The combination of their 
moves, his voice, and the amazing water sounds on the record- 
ing transform a purely auditory experience into a full-on 3-D 
immersion, but I felt less connected to his experience because 
it was being filtered through another layer of artifice — in this 
case, dance — which has its own limitations of expression. Some- 
times the sheer volume of high-quality stimuli competing for my 
attention diluted the potential emotive power of the individual 
performances and put me in a state of perma-FOMO. Should 
I look through the VR finder, or look at the dancers, or pay 


attention to the interview, or try to recall the lyrics of the song 
that introduced this segment, or or or? 

Conceptually, I can see this superabundance as commentary 
on art’s inability to fully transfer experience from one person 
to another, but that idea gets a lot of play in different ways 
throughout the show. My favorite example happens in the inter- 
view between Niehoff and Soyeon Yi, resident of Puyallup and 
the first Korean in space. At one point, she reaches for meta- 
phor, one of language’s few ways to enter the body, to describe 
what it’s like to feel three Gs of force: “It feels like three people 
sitting on your chest,” she says. “Eight Gs feels like eight peo- 
ple.” Because she was using figurative language, I could really 
imagine that weight pushing down on my chest. 

But then when Niehoff asks Yi how being in space changed her, 
Yi gives her answer in Korean. Obviously, Korean speakers in 
the audience would know what she was saying and would have 
had the intimate experience of hearing Yi answer in a suddenly 


familiar tongue. As I don’t speak a word of Korean, the move for 
me served as a metaphor for language’s inability to adequately 
translate emotions or experience. That was a perfect, smart, el- 
egant, beautiful way to tell a story and simultaneously point to 
the deficiencies of storytelling. 

Don’t get me wrong. I didn’t need a short VR film directed by 
Dacia Saenz to accompany Yi’s story, but I wasn’t sorry to have 
it. (Stranger Genius Award nominee Sandy Cioffi, Gretchen 
Burger, Norma Jean Straw, and Angie Harrison all contributed 
films, by the way, and you can view them all, non-VR style, using 
an app created by Jacob Fennell at jacobfennell.com/FLC.) 

Through that little viewfinder, I witnessed a twee trip involv- 
ing Yi, Rattlesnake Lake, and a giant, neon, computer-generated 
molecule that added a dose of humor and quirky intrigue to the 
heaviness of some of the stories. Like the rest of the show, it was 
a lot to look at, intellectually compelling enough to think about 
for days afterward, and full of heart-lifting balloons. ■ 


Before We Flew 
Like Birds We 
Flew Like Clouds 

1 2th Avenue Arts 
Through April 1 
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Anatomy of a Sarah Galvin Poem 

BY RICH SMITH 


L isten, everyone loves Sarah Galvin, and for 
obvious reasons. But despite being an in- 
creasingly visible writer/performer, and a frequent 
Stranger contributor, Galvin is the 
kind of writer whose technical 
skills tend to go unappreciated — 
even unnoticed — because her 

presentation is so pleasing. 

Fans love Galvin’s poems for 
their wild imagery and surprising 
turns, but all the fireworks can ob- 
scure the philosophical questions 
she explores. At the risk of giving 
away too many secrets, I asked her to illustrate 
the process that led to “My Internet Dating Pro- 
file,” a poem in her new collection, Ugly Time. 


Gramma 
Book Launch 
Reading 
Bouncehouse 
Dance Party 
Fri March 1 7, 
Canvas, 7 pm, free 


1. The title is ironic. The reader is prepared for 
a casual (and maybe frazzled) poem about dating, but 
by the third stanza, Galvin starts digging deep into our 
assumptions about the idea of "innocence." 

2. This video is real. Galvin says she was "im- 
pressed and also horrified" by the animals' behavior: 
"Whenever I have that response to anything, I have to 
study it. " 

3. She watched the video approximately 
15 times. "It wasn't about pornography, it was 
about figuring out what a human being is. It seemed 
like all of humanity's problems and also everything 
that's great about humanity." 

4. This "moment" refers to the moment 
of the reader reading the poem but also to 
the moment the speaker meets her date. "That was a 
really romantic night for me, and it was enhanced by 
my having done something so human just before- 
hand, something that I was ashamed of," Galvin 
says. "I wanted to make the poem beautiful to other 
people in the same way that evening was beautiful 
to me." 

5. Galvin introduces lyrical language to 

counter the plain language used in the first two stan- 
zas in order to "keep the engine running," she says. 
The poem swings back and forth between those two 
registers. 

6. "There are multiple videos," Galvin says. 
"And it's always frogs and toads. And always in the 
mouth." 

7. The break here transforms the line into 

an index entry, reinforcing the idea that the poem's 
main subject is the innocence of the chimp's seem- 
ingly cruel and bizarre act. 

8. Galvin claims she wasn't thinking of 
William Butler Yeats's poem "Leda and the 
Swan" when writing this poem. In Yeats's poem, Zeus 
takes the form of a swan and rapes Leda, even- 
tual mother to Helen of Troy. Yeats wonders if Leda 
absorbed the god's knowledge and strength during 


My Internet Dating Profile 

I’m late for a date because I’m watching a video 

of a chimpanzee fucking a frog, 2 

but I say it’s because I couldn’t decide what to wear. 

As we squeeze each other’s adrenaline-damp hands 1, 

I can’t explain the video and I certainly don’t explain 
its relevance to the moment. 

In oblivious bliss the chimp thrusts 1 into the frog’s mouth, 6 
everything no one wants to admit about that lauded quality, 
innocence. The frog’s encounter with 

an organism so much more complex than itself 

that it barely survives 8 

is what I imagine it’s like to meet god. 

On the horizon the ocean’s lightbulb filament-blaze 
swallows the sun, the soft sand is millions of years 
of pulverized life. Her tongue is a broom in 

a drunken Fred Astaire imitation. I draw it into my mouth 
and then fill hers. To whatever extent I have a “type,” 
it’s that video.” 

-Sarah Galvin 


the assault. "I love Yeats, but I wasn't thinking of that 
poem," Galvin says. "I just always imagined that meet- 
ing god was like being fucked to death." 

9. The lyrical language returns, like the 
ocean waves the line invokes. 

10. "What I was trying to do in this last 
Stanza was reverse and mix up everything," 
Galvin says. "I invert the weak and the power- 
ful forces. The frog swallows the chimp, the earth 
crushes god, we kiss, everything explodes. And that's 
why the date was worth anything." 

11. Image from the 1951 film Royal 
Wedding. "I just imagine everybody in the heat of 
passion is drunk, and they all got the moves like Fred 
Astaire, and they're dancing around like they don't 
know what they're doing. Like this chimp. 

12. "It ends with two people penetrating 
each Other, because that's what love is. You explode 


and destroy each other in this crazy moment" Galvin 
says. 

13. Nobody controls who is the frog or the 

chimp or the sun or the ocean or what role they play 
on the date. Part of the thrill of love is that you don't 
know. And in a good relationship, you're both at the 
same time. Ideally nobody is hurting anybody. 

14. In life, this date occurred at Lullaby 
Moon, an event at Gas Works Park that happens 
every September. According to Galvin, the evening 
was magical. Performers dressed up like Shetland 
ponies and fairies and danced around the park. 
Candles attached to balloons floated all around. 
Organizers dressed up boats to look like floating beds, 
and the beds floated past the gasworks as the sun 
gave way to the new moon. "We were drinking wine 
from mugs when my date said, 'You look just like 
Peter Pan.' And I was like, 'A hobo said that to me 
one time.' And she was like, 'Fuck you!' And then we 
made out." 


THE STRANGER March 15, 2017 47 



Rtl i : NI >5 

The jui iu 
HiUSC L)lkJl> 



The Friends of The Seattle Public Library 
presents 

huge 

book sale 

March 17-19 

Exhibition Hall, Seattle Center 
299 Mercer St. 




9 Am - 5 p m,. 

Mfirch 1 & 

1 1 o.m. - 4 p m. 

Sunday March 1 ? 


h|^r htfpcittinFwdi pp'in ■Krt^-efl 

o2 The 5*oHln Pf jh^c Library www Iri-cnd joFipl.-Drg 


ALLERGIC PEOPLE 

Needed NOW 



3128 Norton Ave. 
Everett. W A 93201 


www.plASimelcib.com 

(425) 258-3663 


PEasmaLab 

I n I d i* rt -U E I u >1 u I 


for resea r -l ~ 


, ^ . . -v « 

Suffer with allergies 
in the spring? 

Willing to donate plasma 


- 


JEarn 
$185 . 

each donation 


Join Seattle’s Innovative and 
Growing Local Media Team 

flic Stranger 

Index Newspapers 
is currently hiring! 

For full descriptions and contact information, 
visit The Stranger’s Jobs Page at 

www.thestranger.com/jobs 


STRANGERTICKETS 

PROMOTION WHERE IT MATTERS 

StrangerTickets.com 

FEATURED EVENTS 




Mar 16 - Apr 9 
Multiple Locations 



Yariete 



Gsy Ciiy Arte presente 
HU'.V ; LKAKttbC fO 

* H K- A HMflWSULAK 
- K:\D OFuADV 

Calamus Auditorium 
-imaf- at Gay City 


4 V • 



MAR 1 7 / 9 PM / HAVANA 


t 


Mar 18 


Town Hall 

Global Rhythms: 
Letters From Iraq 
Featuring Rahim al Haj 



M 



V 


Ma t 25 / 5pM 

WASHIH6T0H HAU- 


May 20 /10:30am 
premont Foundry^ 


2017 Washington 
Cask Beer Festival 

a fundraiser for the 
Washington Brewers Guild 


Mar 25 

12pm - 9:30pm 
Seattle Center Exhibition Hall 


HAVE AN EVENT? 

Use Stranger Tickets for your event and get a FREE ad here! 

STRANGERTICKETS.COM 





48 March 15, 2017 THE STRANGER 



FILM 



New Documentary 
Uncertain Has All the Elements 
of a Southern Gothic 


U ncertain is a village on the edge of 
a sublime lake in Texas. It’s called 
Caddo Lake, and the Texans who live around 
it are supported by it in one way or another. 
These poor and working-class Texans are not 
exactly at the end of the world. They have 
access to the internet and 
the latest video games, and 
they keep track of the wild- 
life with infrared cameras. 

But they are also exposed 
to and have a profoundly religious respect for 
the raw power of nature. One inhabitant of 
Uncertain keeps his doors open at night for a 
raccoon. It enters, eats some food, plays with 
the dog, and leaves. This is life on the lake. 

“Uncertain is not on the way to anywhere. 
You’ve got to either know where you’re goin’ 
or be lost to find it,” explains the sheriff of the 


BY CHARLES MUDEDE 

county. He also says that many of the people 
who live in Uncertain had to leave society be- 
hind and rebuild their lives. In another scene, 
we are told there are not many women in that 
part of the world. The men here are mighty 
lonely. Uncertain, which has a church called 
Uncertain Church, con- 
tains all the elements of a 
Southern gothic: the mys- 
terious lake, the secrets 
deep in the souls of the in- 
habitants like the secrets at the bottom of the 
lake, the sheriff, the crime, the confessions, 
the city slicker trying to solve it all. 

The crime in the film? The one the city 
slicker is trying to solve? It was committed 
by a person who owned a fish tank. He or 
she dumped its contents into Caddo Lake, 
and these contents included a floating weed, 


salvinia, that’s from Brazil and is beloved by 
fish-tanks owners because of its exotic look. 
Once in the lake, the weed spread and began 
killing anything that lived in the water. 

The documentary named for the town has 
three main characters (Zach, Wayne, and 
Henry), one of whom (Henry) inspired Seat- 
tle-based documentarians Ewan McNicol and 
Anna Sandilands to make the film. “We had 
just finished a doc in Louisiana and wanted to 
shoot something new. We looked at the map 
and saw there was town called Uncertain,” 
explains Sandilands over the phone — she and 
McNicol, a Brit, run a marketing company, 
Lucid Inc. “We visited the town. It had a flea 
market and interesting people. But then we 
saw the lake and decided to make a short film. 
When we first visited Uncertain, the mayor 
recommended that we get Henry to show us 


Uncertain 

dir. Ewan McNicol, Anna Sandilands 
Northwest Film Forum, March 17-19 
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around the lake... We got into his boat, and 
right there we started to make the film.” They 
spent the next two years, 2013 to 2014, work- 
ing on what turned into a feature-length film. 

The result? A work that combines personal 
confessions with sublime beauty and a pend- 
ing ecological disaster. It’s also a film about the 
kind of people who voted for Trump. “They are 
fiercely independent,” Sandilands says. “And 
you have to understand why Trump makes a 
lot of sense to them... I voted for Hillary, but 
spending time with these people helped me 
make connections with them... I know that 
sounds like a cliche, but it’s what actually hap- 
pened. Now, we made the documentary when 
Trump was still just a reality TV star, still 
doing The Apprentice. And so the film is not 
political. But if we had made it today, it cer- 
tainly would have been political. People would 
have talked about Trump. But when we made 
the documentary, we had no agenda or idea of 
where it was going to go. We saw the place, and 
that was basically how things got started. 

“We are the kind of filmmakers who do not 
start with an idea or concept. We find the con- 
cept while making the work. This is how we 
approached Uncertain.” 

During this process, two of the main char- 
acters reveal really dark secrets. One of the 
secrets involves an outright murder. Yes, the 
confessor looks and sounds like a nice guy, but 
he is a murderer — he shot a man right in the 
face. “The people we interviewed and worked 
with trusted us,” explains Sandilands, “which 
is why we are now a little secretive about our 
current [Seattle area] projects. But what hap- 
pened is we showed a draft of our doc at a 
festival, True/False, and producers from real- 
ity TV were there, and they thought the town 
would make a great reality TV show. And they 
encouraged production teams to go down to 
Uncertain and film bar fights and things like 
that. And those filmmakers told the people we 
had worked closely with for two years that 
they were working with us. We had to tell 
them the truth and win their trust again.” 

The film, however, ends on a very positive 
note: The lake people and the city slicker (who 
ends up being a scientist) join forces, and they 
manage to overcome a little trouble together. ■ 
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The Sense of an Ending Is 
About Alternative Facts 

BY JULIA RABAN 


G oing through life knowing that you’re 
a bad person — being aware of your 
selfish, hateful decisions — is nearly impos- 
sible. Some people embrace it and warn 
everyone they meet that they’re a bitch or 
an asshole. Some spend 
their energy thinking 
only about others in a 
desperate attempt to 
be perfect. Many can 
find comfort in know- 
ing that they’re trying 
their best. And what- 
ever approach is taken, 
people end up rewrit- 
ing their story as they 
participate in imag- 
ined arguments and 
convince themselves 
that they are the real 
victims. 

Amnesia helps with 
this. One brain cannot 
possibly hold decades 
of knowledge and ex- 
perience. Things slip. 

Those memories probably weren’t that cru- 
cial anyway, and most importantly, they were 
painful so they had to go. What happens 
afterward is the central question of Ritesh 
Batra’s The Sense of an Ending, which is 
based on the novel by Julian Barnes. 

The film explores a lie that the protago- 
nist (played by Jim Broadbent) has been 
telling himself for years. The plot is full of 


sex, betrayal, and death, and the acting is 
lovely. Emily Mortimer is on-screen for only 
a few brief moments, and she makes impec- 
cable use of every second; each twitch and 
motion is fascinatingly full of character. And 
even though the cen- 
tral themes are regret 
and nostalgia, Broad- 
bent’s performance 
never settles for boring 
angst — it’s all about dis- 
belief and incredulity. 

But then we get a 
Hollywood ending that 
offers a clear change 
in character and some 
examples of atonement 
set to uplifting mu- 
sic. (Unlike the book, 
which ends with a feel- 
ing of great unrest.) 
The book’s ending is 
truer to the charac- 
ter — an asshole who we 
will probably never re- 
ally understand. Most 
people who live in the land of make-believe 
will stay there. If each and every one of a 
person’s stories portrays them as either 
the hero or the victim, you cannot trust 
them. If they will not admit to a single mis- 
take, and instead hold fast to their carefully 
constructed lies, turn and run from them. 
They will cling to their alternative facts un- 
til they die. ■ 



The Sense of an Ending 

dir. Ritesh Batra 
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From Trashy to Classy 

Seattle Bartenders Are Deliciously 
Remixing “Bad” Drinks into 
High-End Craft Cocktails 

BY MICHAEL RIETMULDER 


hen craft cocktailing first took 
flight in the United States, one 
of the nation’s leading bars 
(the Violet Hour in Chicago) posted a screed 
of “house rules” throughout its dimly lit 
speakeasy. Besides outlawing baseball hats 
and cellphone use, the newfangled temple of 
hooch defined drinks it (justifiably) prohib- 
ited — Jager bombs, light beer, Grey Goose. 
Punctuating the blacklist was a fan favorite: 
“No Cosmopolitans,” it scornfully read. 

It was a stuffy rebel yell, declaring war 
on a sugar-rush drinking culture that for 
decades ruled bars with a sticky fist. Noses 
turned up at populist cocktails like the cosmo- 
politan and dirty martini, deeming them unfit 
for the refined palates of guys with compli- 
cated facial hair. 

But as old-timey mustaches untwist and 
high-end cocktail joints aim to be more ap- 
proachable, bartenders are refurbishing the 


passe drinks they once spurned. 

For Rumba cocktail captain Tommy 
Stearns, who jokes that he’s old enough to 
actually remember the 1980s and ’90s, it’s 
a nostalgia thing. His formative drinking 
years were spent in nightclubs and dive 
bars, where Long Island iced teas and neon 
party shots reigned. “While some things 
I was really glad to leave behind, some of 
these things found a way into the deep, dark 
spots of my heart,” he admits. 

That explains the revamped Surfer on 
Acid that recently washed up on Rumba’s 
menu. The liquid blackout candy — tradition- 
ally a shotgun marriage of Jagermeister, 
Malibu rum, and pineapple juice — here wields 
a house coconut cream instead of the coconut- 
flavored rum, while the Jager, pineapple, and 
added sherry come together in a less abrasive 
union. This frothy sipper is as uninhibited as 
the original club shot, minus the headache 




MEGAN RAINWATER 

RUMBA The max tai gets a makeover. 


and inexplicable urge to fist pump. 

“It comes from maybe a bad place, but 
we’re trying to take it back and show that, 
yeah, good ingredients will make a good 
drink,” says Stearns, noting the trend is part 
of a broader shift from mixology to hospitality. 

At Good Bar in Pioneer Square, bar 


manager Josh Batway previously revived 
another college-bar staple, the Alabama 
Slammer, ditching its Southern Comfort for 
peach-infused whiskey. 

His latest throwback was inspired by May- 
or Ed Murray. Despite the experimental ways 
the cocktail movement has splintered, a lot ► 
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◄ of people just want something familiar, 
Batway says. After Seattle’s levier-in-chief 
stopped into Good Bar a few times for cos- 
mos, Batway wanted to help “bridge the 
gap” between comfort zone and something 
new His subtle cosmo riff — dubbed Vanity 
Fair — drowns the love-it-or-hate-it drink’s 
Ocean Spray past with real Northwest cran- 
berry juice and a bittersweet liqueur. 

For his next rehab project, Batway hopes 
to make an extra-dirty dirty martini, in- 
corporating mushrooms for an additional 
umami layer. “I always want to show people 
there was something there, an idea that 
made sense, a flavor profile that worked to- 
gether,” he says. 

Thank (or blame) Portland’s Jeffrey Mor- 
genthaler for spurring the revival of drinks 
from the so-called cocktail dark ages — when 
disco-era drinks like the Harvey Wallbanger 
pushed out the pre-Prohibition cocktails that 
were fashionable through the 1950s and ’60s. 
In 2014, the trendsetting barman opened the 
renowned Pepe Le Moko, focusing on 19708- 
era cocktails like the grasshopper. Soon, 
bartenders from Seattle to Miami started 
tweaking kitschy drinks for contemporary 
tastes, using fresh ingredients and dialing 
back the sweetness. 

For some, the appeal is genuine nostalgia 
or ironic novelty, though younger drinkers 
often don’t realize that old-man favorites 
like the Amaretto Sour (the cocktail that 
started this whole thing) were once stig- 
matized, says Paul Berryman, co-owner of 


Corvus & Co. But after years of innovation 
and experimentation, he says it’s only natu- 
ral to mine forgotten hits. 

“People keep pushing the envelope with 
cocktails. And the next thing you know, 
you’re grinding up ants to rim a glass, trying 
to do something that nobody’s ever done be- 
fore,” Berryman says. “The reaction to that 
is to look backward and see what made things 
so great in the past.” 

Of course, the past isn’t always so great 
(remember appletinis?). While many 1970s 
faves earned their indictments, others got a 
bad rap only after decades of abuse. Working 
at a rum bar, Stearns holds up the mai tai and 
daiquiri as examples of long-misunderstood 
drinks. The earliest mai tai recipes were per- 
fectly respectable until tourist traps warped 
them into saccharine fruit punches. Though 
daiquiris belong on a pedestal every bit as tall 
as the old-fashioned, many people still associ- 
ate daiquiris with the slushy mixes barfed up 
along Bourbon Street. 

Even as bartenders elevate “bad” cock- 
tails, eyes still roll among large groups when 
someone orders a tequila sunrise. Cravings 
are still suppressed when someone who re- 
ally wants a White Russian self-consciously 
orders something else. But perhaps times 
are changing. 

“The best thing that can happen with this 
is that it takes the pretension out of bartend- 
ing and lets people just come in and enjoy 
whatever they want,” Stearns says. 

We’ll drink another cosmo to that. ■ 


FOUR TO TRY 

Bailer Pina Colada: Even in slushy form, the 
pina colada has always had a sunburned sex 
appeal. However, Rumba irreverently boosts 
this common-person’s beach treat with a few 
superb rums, plus a funky agricole. The coco- 
nut-laced indulgence is delivered in a blingy 
copper pineapple, instantly transporting you 
to a private island owned by Mr. T. Everything 
about this “bailer” concoction is magically ri- 
diculous, and at $40 (!), it’s best enjoyed when 
Jeff Bezos is buying. But for 25 minutes, you’ll 
feel like Kanye on vacation. Pro tip: It’s no lon- 
ger on the menu, but ask nicely and you shall 
receive. Rumba, 1112 Pike St. 

Vanity Fair: Sex and the City solidified the 
cosmopolitan’s girls-night-out reputation 
with another generation. But the high-heeled 
image has long pigeonholed Carrie Brad- 
shaw’s choice slurper. Vodka dudes need not 
feel emasculated by a cosmo done right, as 
found at Pioneer Square’s Good Bar, where 
its version is named for a glossy magazine. 
The vodka fortifies the commanding mix of 
Aperol — Campari’s bitter orange cousin — 
and the real juice of Northwest cranberries, 
which makes the Vanity Fair more Thanks- 
giving than college fancy. Good Bar, 21*0 
Second AveS. 

Amaretto Sour: If your grandpa had a 
nickel for every Amaretto Sour he spilled 
on his shag carpet, your birthday presents 
would have been a lot cooler. But the return 
of his go-to cocktail — -without the plastic- 
bottle sour mix — is enough of a gift. Modern 
versions, like the one found at Corvus & Co., 
inject overproof bourbon to cut the ama- 
retto’s cloying pitfalls. When served on the 
rocks, the nutty/lemony quaff tempts repeat 
orders. While it’s best enjoyed in a musty 
wood-paneled basement, this laid-back cock- 
tail spot’s hip confines are still plenty cozy. 
Corvus & Co., 601 Broadway E. 

Godfather Part 2: Voted the best wed- 
ding cocktail by divorced uncles from New 



MEGAN RAINWATER 

RUM BA Bailer Pina Colada. 


Jersey, the Godfather is nearly impossible to 
screw up. This liquid equivalent of a 1970s 
porn ’stache is typically equal parts Scotch 
and amaretto, though you have to ask for a 
heavier splash of the J&B than that crusty 
bottle of Disaronno. Of course, the For- 
eign National crew needs no instruction to 
balance its twist on the retro after-dinner 
drink, and unlike wedding bar keeps, they 
use the good (but not too good) stuff. The 
smoky Compass Box whiskey in the sexy 
cocktail den’s version charges through the 
dual nuttiness of almond and walnut li- 
queurs, lifted with a hint of sarsaparilla and 
Boker’s bitters. We’d endure a hundred cli- 
ched speeches for a glass of this delightful 
remix. Foreign National, 300 E Pike St. 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


For the Week of March 15 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): The more unselfish and compassionate 
you are in the coming weeks, the more likely it is you will get exactly 
what you need. Here are four ways that can be true: (1) If you're kind 
to people, they will want to be kind to you in return. (2) Taking good 
care of others will bolster their ability to take good care of you. (3) 
If you're less obsessed with l-me-mine, you will magically dissolve 
psychic blocks that have prevented certain folks from giving you all 
they are inclined to give you. (4) Attending to others' healing will 
teach you valuable lessons in howto heal yourself — and howto get 
the healing you yearn for from others. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): I hope you will consider buying yourself 
some early birthday presents. The celebration is weeks away, but you 
need some prodding, instigative energy now. It's crucial that you 
bring a dose of the starting-fresh spirit into the ripening projects 
you're working on. Your mood might get overly cautious and serious 
unless you infuse it with the spunk of an excited beginner. Of course 
only you know what gifts would provide you with the best impetus, 
but here are suggestions to stimulate your imagination: a young 
cactus, a jack-in-the-box, a rock with the word "sprout" written on 
it, a decorated marble egg, a fox mask, a Photoshopped image of 
you flying through the air like a superhero. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Many Geminis verbalize profusely and 
acrobatically. They enjoy turning their thoughts into speech and love 
to keep social situations lively with the power of their agile tongues. 
Aquarians and Sagittarians may rival your tribe for the title of the 
Zodiac's Best Bullshitters, but I think you're in the top spot. Having 
heaped that praise on you, however, I must note that your words 
don't always have as much influence as they have entertainment 
value. You sometimes impress people more than you impact them. 
But here's the good news: In the coming weeks, that could change. 
I suspect your fluency will carry a lot of clout. Your communication 
skills could sway the course of local history. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Your world is more spacious than it has 
been in a long time. Congrats! I love the way you have been pushing 
yourself out of your comfort zone and into the wilder frontier. For your 
next trick, here's my suggestion: Anticipate the parts of you that may 
be inclined to close down again when you don't feel as brave and free 
as you do now. Then gently clamp open those very parts. If you calm 
your fears before they break out, maybe they won't break out at all. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): I like rowdy, extravagant longing as much as 
anyone. I enjoy being possessed by a heedless greed for too much of 
everything that feels rapturous: delectable food, mysterious sex, en- 
grossing information, liberating intoxication, and surprising conversa- 
tions that keep me guessing and improvising for hours. But I am also 
a devotee of simple, sweet longing; pure, watchful, patient longing; 
openhearted longing that brims with innocence and curiosity and is 
driven as much by the urge to bless as to be blessed. That's the kind 
I recommend you explore and experiment with in the coming days. 

VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): You know that forbidden fruit you've 
had your eye on? Maybe it isn't so forbidden anymore. It could even 
be evolving toward a state where it will be both freely available and 
downright healthy for you to pluck. But there's also a possibility 
that it's simply a little less risky than it was before. And it may never 
become a fully viable option. So here's my advice: Don't grab and 
bite into that forbidden fruit yet. Keep monitoring the situation. 
Be especially attentive to the following questions: Do you crave the 
forbidden fruit because it would help you flee a dilemma you haven't 
mustered the courage to escape from? Or because it would truly be 
good for you to partake of the forbidden fruit? 

LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): I expect you will get more than your usual 
share of both sweetness and tartness in the coming days. Sometimes 
one or the other will be the predominant mode, but on occasion 
they will converge to deliver a complex brew of WOW!-meets- 
WTF! Imagine chunks of sour apples in your vanilla fudge ripple ice 
cream. Given this state of affairs, there's no good reason for you to 
be blandly kind or boringly polite. Use a saucy attitude to convey 
your thoughtfulness. Be as provocative as you are tender. Don't just 
be nice — be impishly and subversively nice. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): "I want to gather your darkness in my 
hands, to cup it like water and drink." So says Jane Hirshfield in 
her poem "To Drink." I bet she was addressing a Scorpio. Does any 
other sign of the zodiac possess a sweet darkness that's as delicious 
and gratifying as yours? Yes, it's true that you also harbor an unap- 
petizing pocket of darkness, just like everyone else. But that sweet 
kind — the ambrosial, enigmatic, exhilarating stuff — is not only safe 
to imbibe, but can also be downright healing. In the coming days, I 
hope you'll share it generously with worthy recipients. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): Saturn has been in your sign 
steadily since September 201 5, and will continue to be there until 
December 2017. Some traditional astrologers might say you are in 
a phase of downsizing and self-restraint. They'd encourage you to 
be extra strict and serious and dutiful. To them, the ringed planet 
is an exacting taskmaster. There are some grains of truth in this 
perspective, but I like to emphasize a different tack. I say that if you 
cooperate with the rigors of Saturn, you'll be inspired to become 
more focused and decisive and disciplined as you shed any flighty or 
reckless tendencies you might have. Yes, Saturn can be adversarial if 
you ignore its commands to be faithful to your best dreams. But if 
you respond gamely, it will be your staunch ally. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): Born in the African nation of Burkina 
Faso, Malidoma Some is a teacher who writes books and offers 
workshops to Westerners interested in the spiritual traditions of 
his tribe. In his native Dagaare language, his first name means "he 
who befriends the stranger/enemy." I propose that we make you an 
honorary "Malidoma" for the next three weeks. It will be a favorable 
time to forge connections, broker truces, and initiate collaborations 
with influences you have previous considered foreign or alien. 

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): EVERY relationship has problems. No 
exceptions. In the beginning, all may be calm and bright, but eventu- 
ally cracks will appear. Here's the corollary to that rule: EVERY partner 
is imperfect. Regardless of how cool, kind, attractive, or smart they 
may seem in the early stages, they will eventually unveil their unique 
flaws and troubles. Does this mean that all togetherness is doomed? 
That it's forever impossible to create satisfying unions? The answer 
is HELL, NO! — especially if you keep the following principles in mind: 
Choose a partner whose problems are (1) interesting, (2) tolerable, (3) 
useful in prodding you to grow, or (4) all of the above. 

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): Would you like some free healing that's 
in alignment with cosmic rhythms? Try this experiment. Imagine that 
you're planning to write your autobiography. Create an outline that 
has six chapters. Each of the first three chapters will be about a past 
experience that helped make you who you are. In each of the last three 
chapters, you will describe a desirable event that you want to create in 
the future. I also encourage you to come up with a boisterous title for 
your tale. Don't settle for My Life So Far or The Story of My Journey. 
Make it idiosyncratic and colorful, perhaps even outlandish, like Piscean 
author Dave Eggers's A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius. ■ 
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Natasha 

El-Sergany 

TEXT BY DAVE SEGAL 
PHOTO BY STEVE KORN 


The number of lawyers populating Seattle's underground- 
music scene is infinitesimal. Which makes Natasha El-Sergany, 
guitarist and vocalist for the spellbinding dream-rock group 
somesurprises and staff attorney for the Northwest Immigrant 
Rights Project (where, according to NWIRP's site, she "repre- 
sents survivors of violence in obtaining US visas, asylum, and 
other immigration benefits"), a real anomaly. 

As leader of somesurprises, El-Sergany casts spells with opiat- 
ed vocals, spectral guitar shimmers, and ethereal synth whorls, 
augmented by the David Roback-like guitar tone poetry of her 
partner. Josh Medina. Their new cassette full-length on local la- 
bel Eiderdown Records, Serious Dreams, conjures the nocturnal 
bliss and tranquility of peak Mazzy Star, dispersing rock moves 
into a hushed meditation ritual. It's the balm. 

How has the nature of your job with Northwest 
Immigrant Rights Project changed under the Trump pres- 
idency? With this administration's rampant xenophobia, 
have your efforts taken on a greater sense of urgency? 

The US immigration system has long been rife with dis- 
crimination and exploitation. President Obama deported more 
people than any other president, overseeing family detention 
centers that jail asylum seekers at the border and for-profit 
prisons that force immigrants to work for a dollar a day. Still, 
Trump's rapid acceleration of existing policies is alarming. The 
new executive orders are clearly intended to spread fear and 
terror, with one provision effectively turning the entire United 
States into a border zone where people can be deported with 
zero due process, not to mention shameful bans on people 
from Muslim-majority countries. These days I have been engag- 
ing in more community outreach, including know-your-rights 
and immigrant ally-ship presentations, consulting with folks at 
mosques, and staying informed on ways to use the law as part 
of a greater collective resistance to this administration. 

Does your work as a lawyer have any influence on 
the music you make with somesurprises? It's hard to 
imagine two more different ways to use your mind 
than these activities. 

I don't know that my work influences my music, or vice 
versa. I do see a connection between the anarchist spirit of 
the DIY music community and the lefty lawyers and advo- 
cates working against tyranny. On the other hand, I wish that 
my day job did not need to exist, whereas I wouldn't want to 
live in a world without music. 

Somesurprises' Serious Dreams album is incredibly 
beautiful and supremely laid-back. Is it accurate to call 
your music a lofty kind of escapism from the world's 
worries and horrors? What do you hope people get out 
of your music? 

I'm not really going for escapism so much as attempting to 
create space for reflection on themes of love, loss, and isola- 
tion. Music can seem pretty frivolous in this strange post-Brexit, 
post-Trump reality, but when I need it most, it always calms me 
down. I think it's really important to stay human right now and 
stay connected to your imagination, so I hope that our album 
can be a part of helping people to do that. Seriously. 

What's been on your playlist lately? 

Stereolab's Margerine Eclipse, Neul's first album. Broadcast 
and the Focus Group, Aya Metwalli, Kikagaku Moyo, George 
Harrison, Dirty Beaches, Amen Dunes, Benoit Pioulard, Zen 
Mother, Brenan Chambers's SoundCloud page. 

What have you been reading or watching? 

I recently watched I Am Not Your Negro, which was incred- 
ible. Chewing Gum is pretty hilarious. Corny, I know, but 
reading dystopian classics like The Man in the High Castle and 
Brave New World [helps me] to grasp some kind of narrative 
amid the fascist chaos. 

If you could fix one thing about Seattle with a magic 
wand, what would it be? 

Replacing tent cities with actual housing rather than 
criminalizing poor people? Not building more kid jails? Wait, 
that's two. ■ 
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